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Philosophy 
 

Vision and Beliefs 
 
Vision: 
As parents/guardians, staff and community members, we will cultivate an extraordinary learning environment that expands the minds 

and nurtures success for every member of the school community. 

Beliefs: 
To launch students successfully into the world beyond HHS, the Derry Township School District believes that: 

 Effective collaboration among home, community, and school is essential.  

 Learning within the entire school community is optimal when:  

o All who enter feel physically and emotionally safe and secure.  

o Healthy minds, bodies and spirits for all are valued and encouraged.  

o All children are given meaningful encouragement, guidance, support, instruction and an opportunity to connect 

with at least one significant adult.  

o High expectations are held for all.  

o Opportunities for all to participate are equal.  

o Clear, consistent rules are communicated and reinforced.  

o All stakeholders are responsible and accountable.  

 Systemic change is necessary for continuous improvement.  

 Rigor, relevance, and engagement in learning are paramount.  

 Individual strengths are recognized and valued in order to foster students’ pursuit of dreams.  

 Curriculum, instruction, and assessment decisions are based on research, evidence, and best practices.  

 Global citizens require competencies in problem-solving, communication skills, technology, and teamwork.  

 Professional development and collaboration is the foundation for continuous growth.  

 

Introduction 

 
The Hershey High School program of studies is planned to meet the needs of the youth of the Derry Township School District.  The 

program is comprehensive, flexible, and designed to help each student achieve growth and achievement.  Parents/guardians and 

students are urged to read this Educational Planning Guide carefully, discuss it with each other, and return to it for future reference.  

The Educational Planning Guide is always available on the High School page of the DTSD website. 

 

This Educational Planning Guide is intended to provide sufficient information so that the student and his/her parents/guardians may 

take a major responsibility in this planning.  In selecting courses of study, careful thought should be given to the student's ability, 

past academic achievement, willingness to work, and post-secondary goals. 

 

The program of studies will be used by parents/guardians and teachers as they help to assist students in planning the work to be 

pursued.  Parents/guardians and students are invited and encouraged to consult with counselors, teachers, and the administration. 
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Program of Studies Information  
 
1. Students should discuss their proposed program of studies with their parents or guardians, obtain teacher signatures, and 

submit the completed course selection form.   
2. Students should select their courses with care.  A student expecting to go to college should plan his/her program so that 

he/she has the necessary subjects for college admission. Be certain you have the necessary prerequisites before selecting a 
course. 

3. The counselor will select courses for students who do not submit a completed and properly signed course selection form 
by the specified date. 

4. College entrance requirements for specific college majors vary greatly from one institution to another.  Students and 
parents/guardians are reminded that most college entrance requirements are based on all four grades of high school.  The 
major goal of the college bound student should not be limited to meeting the minimum requirements for entrance but 
rather should aim to pursue a well-rounded college preparatory curriculum which will prepare the student to do college 
level work successfully. 

5. Students are urged to complete the sequence of a particular curriculum, such as Language I - V, particularly if they are 
following the College Preparatory curriculum. 

6. Grade levels are marked with each course to help each student in selecting his/her program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduation Requirements 
  
Graduation is based on the successful completion of 25.33 credits distributed as follows: 
 
 • 4.25 credits in English including Academic Literacy 
 • 3 credits in Science and enroll in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics 
 • 3 credits in Mathematics 
 • 3 credits in Social Studies and enroll in Civics, World History, and American History (or AP U.S. History)  
 • .25 credit in Technology Applications 
 • 1.33 credits in Health (.25) /Physical Education (.83) /Highway Safety (.25) 
 • 2 credits in any combination of Arts, Humanities, Music, World Language 
 • 8.5 credits in electives from any department, may include World Language 
 • Keystone Exam Proficiency, per Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) requirements, on Algebra I, Literature, 

and Biology Keystone Exams, effective with the Class of 2019, and beyond.   Classes of 2017 and 2018 will continue 
to receive the Keystone curricula (Algebra I, Biology, and Literature) with the local expectation to score (on the initial 
assessment, or on the alternative assessment) proficient on these state exams, but not as a strict requirement for 
graduation.  (Pending legislative update; HHS will comply with established PDE requirements). 

  
 

 Note: Participation in commencement exercises is dependent upon earning all credits necessary for graduation 

(based on the standards established in the Educational Planning Guide) and Keystone proficiency (where 

applicable). 
 
The school district may add additional requirements as deemed necessary. 
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The School Counselor's Role 
 
One of the most important choices students will make while in high school is which courses to include in their academic 
program.  The counselors are committed to working with each student to plan an appropriate educational program aligned with 
post-secondary goals.  Counselors support students in their academic, personal, social and career development across various 
settings including classroom activities and individual meetings.  The goal of the counseling staff is to help students realize their 
greatest potential and experience success in high school while preparing for their future endeavors. 
 
 

 

Advanced Placement 
 
The Advanced Placement Program (AP) allows students to pursue college-level studies while still in high school.  Students 
experience a rigorous curriculum prepared by College Board AP and have the chance to earn credit, placement, or both for 
college. 
 
Students who wish to take AP courses must satisfactorily complete all prerequisites and receive the recommendation of the 
present level teacher.  Students are encouraged to take honors level courses in order to prepare for Advanced Placement courses 
and to carefully review the course descriptions and prerequisites as outlined in the Educational Planning Guide. 
 

 

College Entrance Requirements 
 
Although college entrance requirements vary, most colleges require four years of English, three years of social studies, at least 
three years of mathematics, two years of laboratory science (at least three years of science overall) and two years of a world 
language.  Since colleges are so varied in their requirements, students should carefully research admissions requirements for the 
college(s) of their choice. 
 
Colleges/universities may give special consideration to students who exceed the minimum credit requirements.  Thus students 
with four credits in math, science, and world language may be given priority over students who only meet the minimum 
requirements. 
 
Most colleges require prospective students to take either the SAT or ACT college entrance examinations.  Information booklets 
and application forms are available in the counseling office.  Online registration is preferred for these tests and can be found at 
http://satcollegeboard.org/home for the SAT and http://actstudent.org for the ACT. Testing dates for the SAT at Hershey High 
School will be posted in the counseling office and on the school’s on-line calendar found on the district website.  Students are 
encouraged to research both entrance exams and register online well in advance of the registration deadline(s). 
 
 

 

For Student Athletes 
 
Those students intending to participate in collegiate-level athletics are responsible to review and understand eligibility 
requirements as set forth by the NCAA relating to minimum academic standards.  These standards require completion of certain 
courses in order to be eligible for consideration by a college or university.  Information can be found through the NCAA 
Eligibility Center at http://www.ncaa.org.  Specific Hershey High School courses currently listed by the NCAA as meeting their 
requirements are noted in this guide as "NCAA accepted".  Students/parents/guardians need to research requirements prior to 
scheduling courses each year. 
 
 
 

http://satcollegeboard.org/home
http://actstudent.org/
http://www.ncaa.org/
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Changes and Cancellations 
 
While every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of information in the Educational Planning Guide as well as plan for the 
effective utilization of district resources, it sometimes becomes necessary to alter course offerings including the addition of new 
courses as well as the elimination of those with insufficient enrollment or limited availability of staff.  The district reserves the 
right to make changes to the course offerings of our school. 
 

Master Schedule Construction 
Students are presented with course information as well as selection of course requests in the early spring of each year.  Based 
upon students’ course request information, the administration builds the master schedule.  This schedule reflects the interests of 
the students.  Course sections are determined by the initial requests and teacher availability.  Adjustments are made to reduce 
scheduling conflicts and to help students to take as many of their selected courses as possible. 
 

The entire process takes about five months.  The objective is to fulfill as many students' course requests as possible.  It is not 

the purpose of this master schedule process to accommodate course change requests after the initial sign-up period.  
Therefore, it is strongly suggested that careful consideration to course selection be given during the initial sign-up phase of the 
process.  Course request changes will only be considered if they meet the criteria on the Course Change Request form.  The 
listing of a course does not guarantee that the course will be taught.  Courses are offered only if enough students have signed up 
for the course, and there is availability of staff to teach the course. 

 

Schedule Commitments and Adjustments 
 
Our students are requested to thoroughly study the Educational Planning Guide, and in consultation with their teachers, 
counselor, and parents/guardians make wise course selections for the school year.  Adequate schedule planning, budgeting and 
efficient curriculum management can take place only when school personnel can consider course selections final and binding. 
 
Please choose your program carefully. You are making a commitment as you select your courses. Development of a 
student/teacher schedule impacts greatly on the allocation of staff, resources and our ability to maintain an environment most 
conducive to a quality learning experience. After requesting courses online and submitting the Course Selection Form, students 
are only permitted to request changes on the verification sheet (by the due date indicated on the verification sheet). Changes on 
the verification sheet will only be considered if the student returns it by the deadline and obtains the teacher recommendation (if 
required). After construction of the master schedule is completed, counselors will begin to meet with students to resolve course 
conflicts or errors. No other changes will be permitted after the submission of verification sheets until the 1st day of summer 
recess. 
  
In the extreme case a student needs to change a course, they can submit the appropriate course change request form during the 
following window of time: 
 

Summer Course Change Request Form: 

 Form will be available online or in the counseling office starting the 1st day of summer recess and must be turned in no 
later than the 3rd Thursday in July. 

 

Course Change Request Form: 

 Form will be available online or in the counseling office starting the 1st day of each semester and must be turned in no 
later than the 4th day of the semester. 

 

No Course Change Request Forms will be accepted outside of these time frames.  All course change requests must meet 
the criteria listed on the form and outlined in this Educational Planning Guide. 
 

1.  Course change requests will be considered if they meet one of the following criteria: 
a. Missing a graduation requirement 
b. Missing a course prerequisite  
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c. Dropping a less difficult course for a more difficult course as determined by department 
guidelines  

2. In order to change schedules or drop a course, students must adhere to the following: 
a. Students must maintain enrollment in the minimum credits required for their grade (10th – 

6.83; all others – 7.0) 
b. Students may not drop a course necessary for graduation 
c. No credit will be given for the dropped course 

3. On the rare occasion that a course(s) is approved after the 4th school day of the semester, courses 
dropped will appear on the transcript with a grade of withdraw passing (WP) or withdraw failing 
(WF).   

 

 

 GENERAL GRADING INFORMATION  

I. New Entrants and Grade Recording 
a. It is our practice at Hershey High School to maintain separate transcripts for new entrants in order to ensure 

the most accurate reflection of a student’s grade and GPA records. 
b. Courses listed on a new entrant’s transcript will be reported on the student’s Hershey High School transcript 

under the name of the school at which the course was taken listing (a) courses, (b) either a “P” for passed 
courses, or an “F” for failed courses, and (c) a coding of credits earned for each course. 

c. A copy of the new entrant’s transfer transcript will be sent, along with the Hershey High School transcript, as 
part of any records request.  

II. GPA Calculation 
a. A student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) is a representation of all of his/her coursework completed while 

enrolled at Hershey High School. After completing a course at Hershey High School, a student earns a final 
grade, represented as a percentage (Note:  A chart outlining grade designations is provided in the student 
handbook under the “Grading” heading). The GPA is calculated using a formula that includes the marking 
period grade or a final grade (depending on if it is a current GPA or a cumulative GPA), the credit value of 
the course, and the weight of the course (as noted in Hershey High School’s Educational Planning Guide). A 
current GPA appears on each report card and is a representation of that specific marking period’s work. A 
cumulative GPA appears on the transcript and is a representation of all completed coursework, as well as the 
portion of current coursework completed, to date. 

b. GPA Exclusions: 
i. Community Service (0.25 credit version) and “Assistant” opportunities (i.e., Classroom, Nursing 

Office, Office, Journalism, Technology) do count toward graduation credit, but they are not 
calculated in a student’s GPA (current or cumulative) 

ii. Courses that are retaken (when a passing grade was previously earned), taken in summer school, or 
taken on a “Pass/Fail” basis are not calculated in GPA (current or cumulative) 

III. Grade reporting minimums: 
a. Full Year Courses 

i. 50% in Marking Period 1 
ii. 40% in Marking Period 2 

iii. No minimum in Marking Period 3 or 4 
b. Semester Courses 

i. 50% in first marking period of the semester 
ii. No minimum in 2nd marking period of the semester 

IV. Final Course Grade Calculation: 
a. Full Year Courses: each marking period is worth 2/9ths and the final exam is worth 1/9th 
b. Semester Courses: each marking period is worth 4/9ths and the final exam is worth 1/9th  

V. Students are Not Ranked: 
a. Hershey High School does not rank students. Following a year-long analysis of the value of ranking and its 

use in the college admissions process, Hershey High School determined that it was in the best interest of all 
of our students to eliminate class rank. Hershey High School is among a growing number of high performing 
high schools across the country which no longer report class rank. The practice of not ranking allows all of 
our students a competitive position in the college admissions process.  
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PLAN YOUR SCHOOL PROGRAM 

 
   

  Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
 

 
English  *Eng. 9 *Eng. 10 *Choose either *Choose either 
  *CP 9 OR *CP 10 OR 2 Eng. 11 options 2 Eng. 12 Options 
  *Honors 9 *Honors 10+  OR  OR 
    *Academic Lit. AP Language   AP Literature 

Social Studies *Civics *W. History *Am. History 

 

Mathematics *  * * 

Science *Biology *Chemistry *Physics 

World Language 

Business  *Tech. App. 

Phys. Ed. *Phys. Ed. *Phys. Ed. *Phys. Ed. *Phys. Ed. 

Health/Highway Safety *Health *Highway Safety *Health 

In addition, 8.5 elective credits are required. 

 
*Courses required in this field 
 
All Hershey High students must carry a minimum of 7* credits in grades 9, 11 & 12  
 and 6.83* credits in grade 10 for the academic year. 
(*Does not include Community Service, Classroom Assistant, Office Assistant, Marching Band, Jazz Band, etc.) 
Students may not carry/schedule more than 8 credits in a school year unless approved by the principal. 
 
Hershey High School follows a 6-day cycle. 
 
 1 credit courses meet 6 cycle days for the full year 
.5 credit courses meet 6 cycle days for a semester unless otherwise indicated 
.33 credit courses meet 2 cycle days for the full year unless otherwise indicated 
.25 credit courses meet 3 cycle days for a semester unless otherwise indicated 
 
Since graduation from high school is based upon accumulated credits (and the state proficiency requirements for Keystone 
Exams), the following is a minimum number of accumulated credits a student must earn in order to maintain satisfactory 
progress toward graduation in 4 years, and be promoted to the next grade level: 
 
    9th grade -     5.5 credits 
  10th grade -      12 credits 
  11th grade -   18.5 credits 
  12th grade - 25.33 credits 
 
Students who do not meet the minimum number of credits are not promoted to the next grade. 
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 FLEXIBLE LEARNING: 

FULL TIME AND BLENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Derry Township School District recognizes that flexible learning opportunities can be a great option for many 
students, offering advantages such as personalized learning, individual pacing, and 21st Century technology 
experiences.  
 

Hershey High School is committed to offering each student the opportunity to engage in learning that uses his or her 
talents and passions to make positive contributions to the global community and to find excitement in learning and 
joy in life.  Students may choose to engage in flexible learning opportunities in three ways 1) through enrollment in a 
Blended Learning course, 2) Trojan Academy Course, or 3) HOLA, our fully online courses. 
 

Blended Learning Description: 
In courses offered in the Blended Learning format, students will be required to meet with their Hershey High School 
teacher every other day for a traditional class session.  On opposite days, students will be assigned to a study hall.  If 
the study hall is first or seventh period, students may (with parent permission, shared in writing on a provided form) 
come in late to school or leave early.  On the day class does not meet, teachers may schedule work sessions, labs, or 
facilitate individual tutoring in the course. More information is available at our Blended Learning site:  
http://bit.ly/2jW2SNy. 
 

Blended Courses to be Offered*  
English 
AP Language & Composition (162BLD) 
AP Literature & Composition (161BLD) 
Honors English 9 (102BLD) 
Honors English 10 (109BLD) 
Humanities 1 (150BLD) 
Humanities 2 (151BLD) 
CP English 11 Media Studies (116BLD) 
CP English 12 Film Studies (118BLD) 
CP Enlgish 12 Creative Nonfiction (137BLD) 
Journalism IV (144BLD) 
 
Foreign Language 
Spanish 2 (432BLD) 
Spanish 3 (433BLD) 
Spanish 4 (434BLD) 
Spanish 5 (435BLD)   
 
Science 
Biotechnology (240BLD) 
CP Environmental Science (220BLD) 
CP Physics (230BLD) 

Biology (201BLD) 
Honors Biology (202BLD) 
Human Anatomy & Physiology (241BLD) 
 
Social Studies 
Civics Honors (632BLD) 
American History (635BLD) 
American History Honors (636BLD) 
World History (633BLD) 
World History Honors (634BLD) 
 
Math 
Intro to Computer Programming Using VB (323BLD) 
 
Tech Ed 
Financial Foundations (510BLD) 
Design Thinking for Innovation (570BLD) 
 
Art 
Art Foundations 1 (821 BLD) 
Art Foundations 2 (822BLD) 
 

 
* While the above courses will be offered in the Blended format, only those courses that carry enough student requests to make 
running the course feasible will actually run. Course minimum enrollments are pending DTSD Curriculum Council review and 
approval of HHS Administration. 
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Trojan Academy Description 
 

Students enrolled in the Trojan Academy will have the opportunity to use a flexible learning environment to gain deep 
experiences in community service, internships or to explore academic passions.  Students who enroll in one of the following 
courses will work with their teacher to determine a personalized passion project in an area of interest to the student.  Students 
will work with their teacher to determine how time is assigned but there is an expectation that students will work independently 
during the school day, which includes opportunities to examine a passion area in depth and to demonstrate commitment and 
follow-through and an ability to challenge themselves. 
 
Trojan Academy Courses to be offered:  
 
Passion Driven Research 
Community Service 
Internships 
 

HOLA (Fully Online) Description 
 

The Hershey Online Learning Academy (HOLA) is an opportunity for students to enroll in fully online courses through the 
Capital Area Online Learning Academy (CAOLA).  These courses are taught by Pennsylvania certified teachers.  The 
innovative curriculum and software platform, power by Edison Learning, allows for customized learning.   Full-time HOLA 
students participating in the online cyber school program will receive a computer and necessary peripherals to use for the 
school year.  Additionally, full-time students are considered to be Hershey High School students and are welcome to use our 
building resources such as Learning Commons and Counseling Suite, and can access co-curricular activities.   
 
Students who are interested in enrolling in part-time HOLA and part-time traditional courses are also welcomed in to HOLA.  
These students can be enrolled in up to four CAOLA courses and up to four traditional courses (flexible combinations not to 
exceed 8 credits per year).   
 

Dual Enrollment:  Credit for College Courses 
 

The dual enrollment program offers high school juniors and seniors the opportunity to take college courses, at a local higher 
education institution, to earn college credits at a reduced tuition.  The college courses help students meet their high school 
graduation requirements while allowing them to get a jump on their college careers by participating in campus or online college 
courses.  At the same time, students remain enrolled at Hershey High School and have full access to high school activities and 
programs.  Students assume responsibility for the cost of tuition, enrollment fees, and transportation. 
 
Students must meet the requirements of both the higher institution and Derry Township.  Please see your school counselor to 
discuss your eligibility to enroll and earn college credit while still in high school. 

 
Requests to pursue this opportunity must be initiated through the student’s school counselor to confirm eligibility (as outlined 
below). Students must complete and submit the High School Credit for College Courses Approval Form.  Arrangements made 
independently will not be considered “for credit” on a student’s Hershey High School Transcript. 
 

 

 Eligibility 
o To be eligible to leave the Hershey High School campus for study at a local, accredited college/university, a 

student must  
 be a junior or senior in good standing 
 have a GPA of 85%+ (cumulative) 
 have no major attendance or discipline indiscretions. Applicants’ discipline and attendance records 

will be reviewed by the administration. Students who, within the previous calendar year, have been 
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issued a letter citing attendance issues and/or have been suspended from school will not be eligible 
for release from the Hershey High School campus for college course work.  

o No costs will be incurred by the Derry Township School District (tuition, textbooks, lab fees, registration, 
transportation) 

o The administration may revoke the privilege to leave the Hershey High School campus for college course 
work based on conduct or attendance issues that surface after coursework has begun. 

 Academic Record 
o One accredited college course that spans a semester and meets for a minimum of three (3) clock-hours per 

week will earn 1.0 credit on his/her high school transcript 
o Students may only take courses that are not being offered as part of the curriculum at Hershey High School.  
o A student is not permitted to substitute a college course for a required high school subject (unless approved 

by the building principal after consultation with the appropriate department chair). Credits earned through 
college courses will be banked toward “elective” credit (unless approved by the principal). 

o The rules that exist at Hershey High School for minimum credits, attendance, and dropping courses apply to 
students enrolled in college courses. 

o Evening college courses may be approved provided that the 8 credit maximum per school year is not 
exceeded. 

o Summer college courses will not be approved for credit at Hershey High School 
o College courses will appear on students’ transcripts under a rudimentary heading (i.e., College Course #1) 

including the “final grade” and “credit earned.” It is recommended that a transcript from the 
college/university be included in college application submissions (Note: This is a student responsibility) 

o All college courses will be calculated in the student’s GPA and will yield equal weighting to AP courses 
(1.05) 

o When importing grades into Hershey High School’s grading system, a grade of “A+” and “A” will be entered, 
numerically, as 100%.  Grades of “A-“ and down will follow the standard, HHS grading system. 

o Limit one college course per semester 

 Transportation Guidelines 
o Students who are approved for college/university study must provide their own transportation to and from the 

college campus. 
o Parents/guardians must submit a signed form that releases the school district from responsibility to transport 

students who leave the campus for college courses 
o Students are expected to leave Hershey High School’s campus no sooner than the time required to travel to 

the college, park, and report to class. 
o After class has concluded, students are expected to return to Hershey High School’s campus directly (if there 

is any time remaining in the school day). 
o Students enrolled in college courses must be properly registered to park on Hershey High School’s campus. 
o Students leaving/returning to Hershey High School’s campus are required to sign in/out in the main office. 
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Dauphin County Technical School 
 

 

Dauphin County Technical School is a full-time, 

comprehensive public career and technical high school serving Central Dauphin, Derry Township, Halifax 

Area, Harrisburg, Lower Dauphin, Middletown Area, and Susquehanna Township School Districts. 

Students from other school districts may attend on a tuition basis. At Dauphin County Technical School, 

we believe in educating the whole student by focusing on both the student's academic and career 

preparation.   

 

Dauphin County Technical School offers 26 Programs of Study for students to choose from, led by 

qualified teachers in their respective field/trade. Our teachers then take additional coursework through 

Penn State University to attain additional instructional credentials.     

 

In addition to the rigorous career and technical school component, students at DCTS may also 

enroll in a variety of academic classes. Students may elect to take college preparatory, honors, or AP level 

classes. Students, upon completion of all course requirements for graduation, will earn their high school 

diploma from Dauphin County Technical School. More information concerning the career and technical 

programs and academic offerings may be found at the DCTS Website at www.dcts.org.   

 

 

Academies:   

I. **Advanced Manufacturing Academy:  Drafting and Design Technology, Electronics 

Technology, and Precision Machining Technology   

 

II. **Construction Academy:  Building Construction Technology, Carpentry, Electrical 

Construction & Maintenance, Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning, and Masonry   

 

III. **Health Sciences Academy:  Dental Assistant, Health Careers, and Medical Assistant 

 

IV. **Information Technology (IT) Academy:  Information Systems Technology and Web 

Development and Design 

 

V. Service Academy:  Cosmetology, Culinary Arts, Horticulture, Criminal Justice/Police Science, 

Veterinary Assistant  

 

VI. **Transportation Academy:  Automotive Technology, Collision and Refinishing Technology, 

Diesel Technology, and Small Engine Equipment Technology 

 

VII. Visual Arts and Marketing: Commercial Art, Graphic Arts, and Marketing  

Please Note**: Students in their first year are enrolled in a career pathway. Students will rotate among the 

programs in their academy before making a final program selection at the end of their freshman year.         
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Programs of Study: 

 

Twenty-five programs offered at DCTS are Pennsylvania Programs of Study (POS). One program is 

Tech Prep.  POS students who complete these competencies may be eligible for college credit through the 

Students Occupationally and Academically Ready (SOAR) if they meet the following eligibility 

requirements:   

 

 Earn a high school diploma.   

 Achieve a minimum 2.5 grade point in your technical program.  

 Achieve competent or advanced level on the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute 

(NOCTI) Exam. 

 Achieve proficiency on all tasks on the Program of Study Competency Task List.    

 Furnish proof to the Postsecondary Institution that students have met the requirements of the 

SOAR Program of Study.   

 

For more information on these articulation agreements and SOAR, please visit the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education Website at: www.education.state.pa.us/programsofstudy.gov, or contact the 

DCTS Vocational Transition Counselor, Mrs. Christine Noll, at 717.652.3170.   

 

Application Process:  

 

Students interested in attending Dauphin County Technical School and are at least in the 9th 

grade, should contact their guidance counselor to complete the required application within the timeframe. 

Students in grade 11 and 12 (who have not attended DCTS previously) may apply to attend on a part-time 

basis. Students interested in DCTS should talk with their counselor, visit www.dcts.org, or contact the 

DCTS Vocational Transition Counselor, Mrs. Christine Noll, at 717.652.3170 extension 7117. 
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Course Descriptions and Information 
 

MUSIC 
 

001 SYMPHONIC BAND; 009  WIND SYMPHONY *  

 Prerequisites: Demonstrated ability to play a brass, woodwind or percussion instrument at a high school level. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Our concert bands are full year courses available to students who play a wind or percussion instrument.  Daily rehearsal includes preparation 
of concert music and the development of playing technique on an individual and an ensemble basis.  Musicians will be expected to perform 
alone and with others for the director for periodic assessments.  Performance at all concerts is mandatory.  Group lessons/sectionals are 
required in this course. 

The Hershey High School Band Program includes 2 curricular concert ensembles:  the Symphonic Band and the Wind Symphony.  Students 
are placed in the developmentally appropriate ensemble based upon auditions held at the end of the school year.  The Wind Symphony 
primarily serves those students with advanced ability and demonstrated achievement and is only available through audition.  The Symphonic 
Band provides a high-quality musical environment in which students can develop their musicianship at a less aggressive pace. 

ALL STUDENTS should sign up for Symphonic Band (Course 001) and will be registered for the appropriate ensemble by the director. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

002 BAND (W/SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA) * 

      Credit:  .6  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Wind Symphony members wishing to also participate in the symphony orchestra will be placed in this course by the directors, following an 
audition at the beginning of the school year.  Students should not elect this course on their own. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

003  ORCHESTRA (STRINGS) *  019   CONCERT ORCHESTRA 

 Prerequisites: Participation in instrumental organization in Middle School and/or auditions. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

The Hershey High School Orchestra program includes two curricular concert ensembles open to students who play string instruments.  
Musicians will be expected to perform alone and with others for the director for periodic assessments.  Performance at all concerts is 
mandatory.  Group lessons / sectionals are required in the course. 

Students are placed in the developmentally appropriate ensembles based upon auditions held at the end of the school year.  The Symphony 
Orchestra primarily serves those students with advanced ability and demonstrated achievement and is only available through audition.  The 
Concert Orchestra provides a high-quality musical environment in which students can develop their musicianship at a less aggressive pace. 

ALL STUDENTS interested should sign up for Course 003, Orchestra, and will be placed into the appropriate section by the director. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

005 SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA *   (BAND STUDENTS) 

 Prerequisites: Participation in instrumental organization in Middle School and/or auditions. 

      Credit:  .4  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Symphony orchestra meets two days per week as an extension of string orchestra.  Wind and percussion players join by audition or by 
permission of the instructor.  Wind Symphony members will be placed in this course by the directors, following an audition at the beginning 
of the school year.  Students should not elect this course on their own. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 
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006 IN VOCE * 

 Prerequisites: None 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 
A non-auditioned ensemble designed for female students who are looking to have a vocal experience in addition to learning the many 
different aspects of positive choral singing. The repertoire studied is vast and comprehensive, providing students with opportunities to 
experience literature from different styles, cultures, genres and time periods.  Group lessons/sectionals are required in this course. 
Basic vocal production techniques are studied and developed.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of individual and ensemble choral 
singing and an attitude and responsibility that is essential for the choral rehearsal and performance.  In addition, students will develop a 
personal reaction and sensitivity to both the musical and non-musical aspects of choral singing. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

010 MARCHING BAND *    

 Prerequisites: Students sign a marching band contract in the spring to participate in the next year's marching band. Students 
will be enrolled by the director and should not elect this course on their own. Instrumentalists must be a 
member of a curricular ensemble (band, choir, orchestra). 

              Credit:  .25                               Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

The Marching Trojan band is an instrumental/visual ensemble that serves HHS and the community through performances at athletic and 
community events.  The Marching Trojans are the high school's musical ambassadors and are a popular attraction at football games, parades 
and other performances.  The band regularly travels, and has recently performed at events such as the nationally televised Outback Bowl.  
The Marching Band also occasionally performs at exhibitions.  Students attend band camp at HHS in August and regular weekly rehearsals 
through early November.  Band camp, all performances and all rehearsals are mandatory.  The course does not meet on the school day.  
Musicians must be enrolled in a curricular performing ensemble to be eligible for marching band.  Colorguard members are excused from 
this requirement.  HCEP participants and students with internships may be excused from this requirement with permission of the director and 
principal. 

 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

 

011 JAZZ ENSEMBLES *    

 Prerequisites: Participation in instrumental organizations in High School and auditions. Students will be enrolled by the 
director and should not elect this course on their own. 

      Credit:  .25  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Our Jazz Ensemble consists of a large "Big Band" and smaller Jazz Combo.  All instruments are encouraged to audition, but instrumentation 
centers on traditional jazz instruments.  Students perform in a wide variety of jazz styles, with an emphasis on improvisational music.  These 
ensembles do not rehearse on the school day and are selected by audition.  Wind and percussion must be enrolled in one of the concert band 
classes; guitar, bass, and piano players are also auditioned from outside the band program. 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information. 

 

 

 

012 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY  
 Prerequisites: Included in description*. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12  Weight: .05 

The advanced placement (AP) music theory course follows the guidelines of the College Entrance Examination Board.  (AP) music theory 
includes the study of notation, harmony, dictation, aural skills, sight-singing and part-writing on a first semester college level.  *Students 

wishing to elect Advanced Placement Music Theory must meet at least one of the following criteria:  participation in a school performing 
ensemble, successful completion of either Class Guitar or Piano, or successful demonstration of basic reading skills in an interview/audition 
with the course teacher.  Students electing this course should be fluent music readers. 
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013 CANTABILE *  

 Prerequisites: Vocal audition for the choir director. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

An auditioned ensemble designed to take a more in-depth look at the various components of positive vocal production and choral literature.  
The repertoire studied is vast and comprehensive, providing students with opportunities to experience literature from different styles, 
cultures, genres and time periods.  Advanced vocal production techniques are covered and developed and students are expected to have an 
understanding of basic music literacy.  It is understood that students are expected to rehearse their music outside of the choir class and be 
prepared to sing in a small group for demonstration purposes, when called upon during class rehearsals.  Group lessons/sectionals are 
required in this course.   
 
Students will demonstrate proficient knowledge of individual and ensemble singing.  In addition, students will convey an inspiring attitude 
and professional responsibility to themselves, their peers and the choral art.  This ensemble performs regularly in the community and selected 
students are expected to make a commitment to these performances.   
 
Auditions for this class are done in the spring and can be made by appointment with the director.  This class meets daily and is for one credit.  
Students will be notified by the instructor before the close of school as to whether they have been selected for this choir. 

 

*Please Note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.  Please refer to the 
Hershey High School Missed Concert Policy for additional information.   

 

020 BOYZ NOYZ * 

 Prerequisites: None 

      Credit:  1   Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 

BOYZ NOYZ is a non-auditioned men’s ensemble designed for young men looking to have a vocal experience in addition to learning the 
many different aspects of choral singing.  The repertoire studied is vast and comprehensive, ranging from Renaissance to popular, providing 
students with opportunities to experience literature from different styles, cultures, genres and time periods.  Group lessons/sectionals are 
required for this course. 

 

Basic vocal production techniques are studies and developed. Students will demonstrate knowledge of individual and ensemble choral 
singing and an attitude and responsibility that is essential for the choral rehearsal and performance.  In addition, students will develop a 
personal reaction and sensitivity to both the musical and non-musical aspects of choral singing. 

 
*Please note:  Participation in evening and/or weekend performances is required and included in the course grade.   
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SCHOOL TO CAREER PROGRAMS 
 

022  WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM - 1 CREDIT 

023  WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM - 2 CREDITS 

  Prerequisites: Criteria must be met in character, attendance, academic achievement and recommendations from   
  counselor and teachers 

 Periods per Week:  5 half days in classes and a minimum of 15-20 hours per school week  

      Credit:  1-2  Grade:  11, 12 

This program is designed to give students an opportunity to attend school while at the same time obtain employment experience in an 

area related to the student's demonstrated skills and interests. Students desiring to enroll in the program for the first semester must file 

their applications with the School-to-Career coordinator by March 1, 2017 and have employment confirmed by the beginning of 

August. Deadline for second semester enrollment will be November 1, 2017.   

The employability certificate application can be obtained from Mrs. Ritchey in room 228 and must be completed and received 

by February 28, 2017 for the 17-18 school year. 

 
 

029  HEALTHCARE CAREER EXPLORATION PROGRAM (HCEP)  
 Prerequisite for 18-19:  Students are required to go through an application process and interview.  Qualifying criteria  
                                                    are based on attendance, grades and discipline.                          

        Credit:  2  Grade:  12 

This program will introduce ten selected senior students each year to a variety of areas at the Hershey Medical Center.  The HEALTHCARE 
CAREER EXPLORATION PROGRAM allows high school seniors the opportunity to interact with healthcare professionals in a real-work 
environment and to explore various healthcare professions.  Students who have demonstrated an interest in medical, science and related 
careers are targeted for this senior program.  Students must apply and be accepted into this program.  During the 1st semester, students will 
rotate through various departments at the Hershey Medical Center from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. Monday – Thursday.  Seminars will be held on 
Fridays at the hospital.  During the 2nd semester, students will gain an in-depth experience in several clinical areas at the Hershey Medical 
Center.  Students will select two clinical areas of interest where they are supervised by a preceptor for the 3rd and 4th marking periods.  
Students will be exposed to the pathophysiology of various medical conditions in order to obtain in-depth knowledge of specific clinical 
areas through interactive one-on- one shadowing and mentorship, assignments, and seminars.  There will also be a final culminating project 
and presentation at the Hershey Medical Center.  Students will be evaluated and graded through attendance, daily journals, various required 
assignments, a portfolio, as well as formal evaluations received from their preceptors. 
 

030  INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Prerequisites: Regional Employability Certificate and application, counselor/administrator approval, 

 confidentiality agreement and teacher recommendations. 

      Credit:  .5, 1, 2  Grade:  11, 12 

This is a student initiated, career experience in which the student serves as an intern under the supervision of a mentor. Students have the 
opportunity to participate in work-based career experiences and earn credits toward graduation. Interested students are selected on the basis 
of character, attendance, academic achievement and counselor/teacher recommendations. Students are responsible for a project each marking 
period and attend quarterly intern meetings, submit time cards, weekly journals and a final project.  
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9TH-10TH GRADE ENGLISH COURSES 
 

100 ENGLISH 9 

 Prerequisites for this course include a recommendation from the 8th grade English teacher, PSSA test 

 scores, PVAAS projections, and curriculum-based assessments. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9    

This course teaches students to critically think, innovate, collaborate and communicate through writing, reading, speaking, and listening.  
The focus of the course is to develop student writing in a variety of modes with an awareness of purpose and audience.  Mentor texts used in 
the classroom will exemplify best writing practices as a model for student writing.  Course objectives are based on Pennsylvania's Academic 
Standards.  Typically, students in English 9 are also enrolled in Essentials of Reading (111) to ensure academic success. 
  

101 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 9 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of 8th grade English 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9  NCAA accepted 

This course teaches students to critically think, innovate, collaborate and communicate through writing, reading, speaking, and listening.  
The focus of the course is to develop student writing in a variety of modes with an awareness of purpose and audience.  Mentor texts used in 
the classroom will exemplify best writing practices as a model for student writing.  Course objectives are based on Pennsylvania's Academic 
Standards. 

 

102 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 9 (Honors) 

102BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 9 (Honors)                   (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Minimum final grade of 90% in Grade 8 English and recommendation of 8th grade English teacher.  Students 
who elect to pursue the Honors curriculum must complete a summer reading assignment. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9  NCAA accepted 
 
This course is designed for self-motivated, independent learners who are advanced writers and readers.  This course teaches students to 
critically think, innovate, collaborate and communicate through writing, reading, speaking, and listening.  The focus of the course is to 
refine student writing in a variety of modes with an awareness of purpose and audience.  Mentor texts used in the classroom will exemplify  
best writing practices as a model for student writing.  Course objectives are based on Pennsylvania's Core Standards. 

 

107 ENGLISH 10 

 Prerequisites: Recommendation of 9th grade English Teacher PSSA test scores, PVAAS 
projections, and curriculum – based assessments. 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  10   

This course engages students in the careful reading and analysis of literature through the close reading of selected 
texts.  Students will become aware of the ways writers use language to achieve their purposes.  As they read, 

students consider a work’s structure and a writer’s style, arguments, and themes.  In addition to reading and analyzing literature, the course 
will require students to demonstrate and develop writing strategies.  This course will enable students to effectively communicate using both 
written and verbal skills.  Students will participate in interpersonal communication exercises which foster an understanding and appreciation 
of literary themes and concepts.   

 

108 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 10  

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of College Preparatory English 9 

    Credit:  1  Grade:  10  NCAA accepted  

This course teaches the college-bound student to engage in the careful reading and analysis of literature through 
the close reading of complex texts.  Students will evaluate the ways writers use language to achieve their 

purposes.  As they read, students will consider a work’s structure, a writer’s style, arguments and themes.  In addition to reading literature, 
students will further develop writing strategies they currently use and build upon those strategies to approach a variety of purposes and 
audiences.  This course will enable students to effectively communicate using both written and verbal skills.  Students will participate in 
interpersonal communication exercises which foster an understanding and appreciation of literary themes and concepts. 
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109 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 10 (Honors) 

109BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 10 (Honors)                 (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

Prerequisites: Recommendation by 9th grade English teacher AND one of the following: 

 95% final grade average in CP English 9; OR 

 80 % final grade average in Honors English 9 
Note:  Students at the honors level must also complete an assigned work of summer reading. 

    Credit:  1  Grade:  10  NCAA accepted 

This course is designed to prepare students to excel in the Advanced Placement English courses during their junior and senior years.  
Engaging in the careful reading and analysis of literature through the close reading of complex texts, students will become aware of the 
rhetorical and archetypal strategies writers use to achieve their purposes.  As they read, students will consider a work’s structure and a 
writer’s style, arguments and themes.  In addition to reading literature, students will further develop writing strategies they currently use and 
build upon those strategies to approach a variety of purposes and audiences.  This course will enable students to effectively communicate 
using both written and verbal skills.  Students will participate in interpersonal communication exercises which foster an understanding and 
appreciation of literary themes and concepts.  Students who elect to pursue the Honors curriculum must complete a summer reading 
assignment. 
 

111 ESSENTIALS OF READING  

Prerequisites: 4Sight/PVAAS/PSSA scores and/or Teacher Placement 

      Credit:  .5   Grade:  9,10,11,12  

In this course, students will learn and apply critical reading skills to enrich their reading practice.  Students will read a variety of sources, 
learn to ask questions, and build their vocabulary skills.  Reading activities will incorporate both fiction and nonfiction, and students may 
have opportunities to self-select works to read.  Instruction will include focused word study and comprehension strategies as well as 
questioning, summarizing and inferencing skills.  Typically, incoming ninth grade students who are recommended for Essentials of Reading 
are also placed in English 9 (100) to ensure academic success in reading and writing; however, other English placements may be considered 
on a case-by-case basis based on relevant data and teacher recommendation. Note:  this course cannot be taken for English credit; elective 
credit will be awarded. 
 

112 ACADEMIC LITERACY  

Prerequisites: None 
      Credit:  .25   Grade:  REQUIRED FOR ALL 10th GRADERS  

Students need to learn specific strategies and skills to succeed in a competitive academic culture and in life in the 21st century. To support 
these critical needs, this course will provide explicit instruction in skills that will not only enable students to be successful at the high school 
level but once they graduate as well.  (This course requirement may be met by select students with IEPs by taking Career Literacy. 
 

11TH-12TH GRADE ENGLISH COURSES 
 

In grades 11-12 required courses are: 
1.  At least one approved English course each semester (Students shall NOT take both required English credits in the same 
semester), OR 

 2.  An Advanced Placement course for the entire year. 
 

SEMESTER COURSES UNLESS STATED AS A FULL YEAR PROGRAM 
 

114 Speech Communications & Introduction to Debate 

Prerequisites: None 
      Credit:  .5   Grade:  9,10,11,12  
 

In the 21st century, speaking skills are more important than ever.  A thorough understanding of spoken communication can help to ensure the 
success of today’s students in the classroom and beyond.  Speech Communications & Introduction to Debate is a semester-long elective 
course that provides students with the theoretical knowledge and the practical skills to communicate effectively by studying the model of 
communication. Students will apply that model to tasks which will require effective oral speaking strategies, including an awareness of body 

language, vocal variety, pace, eye contact, and poise. In addition, the course will challenge students to communicate not only with precision 
of oral delivery, but also with clarity and conciseness of content. Speech Communications & Introduction to Debate enables students to 
master speaking skills by engaging participants in a variety of presentations and verbal exercises along with exercises in stylistic writing for 
the spoken word form. Students will prepare and present a variety of formal speeches, informal conversational drills, and researched 
persuasive exercises to recognize and participate in the art of debate. The ultimate goal of the course aims to provide students with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to successfully engage in all modes of communication in social and professional settings.    
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116BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 11:  MEDIA STUDIES    (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times

                        /cycle) 

 Credit:  .5 Prerequisites:  Successful completion of 10th grade English 

The media affects every aspect of our lives from the clothes we wear to the products we buy. Media messages can even shape our values and 
affect how we perceive ourselves and others. This course will focus on the explicit and implicit techniques that are used within the media and 
the effects media messages have on society. Students will also explore bias and how to critically evaluate what they see, hear, and read. 
Students who take this course will not only learn to be more socially aware of the messages they are being subjected to on a daily basis, but 
they will also become critical thinkers who can analyze a variety of media messages. 
 

117 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 11: DEFINING DIVERSITY THROUGH MULTICULTURAL 

LITERATURE 

 Credit:  .5     Prerequisites:  Successful completion of 10th grade English  NCAA accepted 

No longer can individuals isolate themselves from diverse interactions with others.  Due to increased availability of technology 
and changing cultural backgrounds in America, people must develop the essential life skill of understanding and appreciating 
those from different backgrounds other than their own.  Fostering this appreciation of difference, this course is a study of 
literature written by, and expressing the perspectives of, writers from multicultural groups with voices often stifled and silenced 
by mainstream groups in the United States.  Through texts that examine the historical and cultural context of American life, this 
course focuses on the experiences of groups from diverse backgrounds and the challenges these groups have faced in defining 
themselves as Americans. 
 

139 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 11:  GREAT BOOKS 

 Credit:  .5     Prerequisites:  Successful completion of 10th grade English  NCAA accepted 

What makes a written work a classic? In this course students will read literature that has "stood the test of time." Although these 
stories take place in various settings, cultures, and time periods, they are still as relevant to human beings today as they were 
when they were first published. Students will participate in numerous class discussions and projects in which universal themes 
and literary techniques are examined and explored. 
 

119 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 11:  THE HERO’S JOURNEY  

  Credit:  .5     Prerequisites:  Successful completion of 10th grade English  NCAA accepted 

The archetypal hero starts as a person who is often born of extraordinary circumstances but who does not know his/her potential, yet grows 
along the way by overcoming obstacles to realize his/her innate greatness.  However, no two heroes follow the same path.  The Hero’s 
Journey is present in classic literature but also manifests in modern, contemporary literature and in the everyday lives of ordinary people, 
including students.  Through units such as war, heroines, and young heroes, students will analyze and reflect upon heroes’ journeys in 
primarily contemporary fiction and nonfiction.  By studying other heroes, students can use these models to examine their own challenges—
past, present, and future—on their own personal heroic journeys. 

 
125 ENGLISH 11  

 Prerequisites: English 10  

  Credit:  1  Grade:  11    

English 11 is a course for students who may need continued practice in building strong reading, writing, and analysis skills.  Students will 
engage with a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts.  Vocabulary instruction will be embedded within provided texts.  This course is 
not recommended to college preparatory students. 
 

131 COMMUNICATIONS 

 Prerequisites: English 11  

  Credit:  .5  Grade:  12     

The goal of this course is to help students improve their speaking and writing skills in order to succeed in a career.  Emphasis will be placed 

on business writing, interviewing, and career planning.  This course is not recommended to college preparatory students. 
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132 CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 

 Prerequisites: English 11   NCAA accepted 

  Credit:  .5  Grade:  12     

Contemporary Literature features several contemporary novels of varying genres.  Requirements of the course include reading 
comprehension quizzes and class discussion. The goal of Contemporary Literature is to encourage students to develop a lifelong interest in 
reading literature by acquainting them with various authors and styles while enriching students’ critical analyses of literature. Even though it 
is NCAA accepted, this course is not recommended to college preparatory students. 

 

136 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 12: WORDS THAT CHANGE THE WORLD 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Grade 11 English 

  Credit:  .5  Grade:  12        NCAA accepted 

This course explores literature, films, speeches, and other forms of media that have incited change in society.  Students will discuss and 
debate issues such as discrimination, gender roles, and social justice.  Students will also practice their own persuasive writing and speaking 

skills in order to improve their abilities to promote change. 
 

137 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 12:  CREATIVE NONFICTION  

137BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 12:  CREATIVE NONFICTION       (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle &

             Online 3 times /cycle)  

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Grade 11 English      

  Credit:  .5  Grade:  12      NCAA accepted 
 
Have you ever read a great story and then been shocked that it was actually true? Do the words “based on a true story” make a movie that 
much better for you? When people tell true stories using fiction techniques to make them engaging, a new genre of literature is born--creative 
nonfiction. Memoirs, true-life stories, feature news stories, magazine articles, and biographies are all part of this genre. In this course you 
will learn how to incorporate fictional techniques into your own writing to make it more compelling. 
 

138 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 12:  SCIENCE FICTION 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Grade 11 English 

   Credit:  .5  Grade:  12     NCAA accepted 

How do writers envision the future by examining the present?  What is science fiction and how does it differ from fantasy writing?  How do 
futuristic settings reveal and comment on social trends of their era?  To what extent are we users or a product of technology? This course 
traces the theme of technology’s impact on humanity by using multi-genre/multi-media texts. 
 

118BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH 12:  FILM STUDIES (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Grade 11 English 

  Credit:  .5  Grade:  12    

In complying with the English curriculum standards, this course will provide students with the tools to analyze and evaluate fiction and non-
fiction works and, citing specific textual evidence, support original, analytical arguments.  Students will view a variety of narrative and 
experimental films – especially works of a seminal nature – applying lenses of criticism to construct informative analyses.  Students will 
analyze film based upon cinematography, editing, and other film-specific elements and techniques.  In addition, students will examine and 
analyze the interaction and influences between film (including nonfiction, such as documentaries) and the culture and society in which a film 
is created.  The similarities and differences between film and text versions of a narrative will also be a topic of study. 
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162 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH-LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

162BLD  ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH-LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION    (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle

                                        & Online 3 times/cycle) 
 Prerequisites: Recommendation by 10th grade English teacher AND one of the following: 

 95% final grade average in CP English 10; OR 

 80% final grade average in Honors English 10 
 Note:  Students at the AP level must also complete an assigned work of summer reading. 

     Credit:  1      Grade:  11  Weight:  .05    NCAA accepted 

In keeping with the College Board’s AP English Course Description, our focus will be on rhetoric: the art of constructing and presenting 
arguments in speech or writing. Our readings will include nonfiction texts by a diverse group of authors who were writing for varied 
purposes and audiences. Additionally, we will analyze visual texts. In reading and analyzing all of these types of texts, our focus will be on 
identifying both the what and the how: both what arguments the authors are making in the texts and how they use rhetorical strategies 
effectively to construct these arguments for their intended purposes and audiences. Students will learn how to analyze and craft well-
developed, well-supported arguments in their own writing. Writing assignments and projects will be varied and will enable students to 
develop proficiency in various modes of writing. 

 

161 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH-LITERATURE  

161BLD ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH-LITERATURE         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Recommendation by 11th grade English teacher AND one of the following: 

 95% final grade average in CP English 11;  OR 

 80% final grade average in AP Language and Composition 
 Note:  Students at the AP level must also complete an assigned work of summer reading. 

  Credit:  1         Grade:  12        Weight:  .05     NCAA accepted 

This course will be based on a combination of composition and literature in accordance with the College Board’s AP English Literature 
course description. Students will read works of literary stature, including fiction, poetry, and drama, and will write in response to ideas 
formulated from these works. Writing assignments and projects will be varied and will enable students to develop their analytical reading and 
writing skills.  Participation in class discussions will be expected. The skills addressed in this course will prepare students for the AP English 
Literature exam as well as college-level English classes.  Summer reading and writing are required.   

 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
 

114 SPEECH COMMUNICATIONS AND INTRODUCTION TO DEBATE 

     Credit:  .5  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12     NCAA accepted 

In the 21st century, speaking skills are more important than ever.  A thorough understanding of spoken communication can help to ensure the 
success of today’s students in the classroom and beyond.  Speech and Debate is a semester-long elective course that provides students with 
the tools to communicate effectively, including developing skills such as an awareness of body language, mindfulness in vocal tone and 
volume and both formal written and presentation skills.  In addition, the course pushes learners not only to communicate with precision of 
oral delivery, but also with clarity and conciseness of ideas and arguments.  Speech and Debate enables students to master speaking skills by 
engaging participants in a variety of speeches and verbal exercises.  Students will prepare and present a variety of formal speeches, informal 
conversational drills, and researched debate exercises.  The ultimate goal of the course will allow students to bridge communication gaps and 
prepare them to communicate in the professional world. 

 

 

133 CREATIVE WRITING 

     Credit:  .5  Grade:  11, 12      NCAA accepted 

This course provides students with an interest in creative writing opportunities to express these skills in an exercise-based, workshop setting, 
both collaboratively and independently.  Students will create metrical and free style poetry, descriptive short stories, a children's book, 
TV/video script, and other similar projects.  Students will also perform 5-10 minute writing warm-ups in a daily journal, critique each other's 
work, and perform various exercises designed to stimulate the imagination and hone writing skills.  Opportunities for publication are 
provided through various writing contests and the student literary magazine. 



24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

135 THEATRE ARTS 

     Credit:  .5  Grade:  9,10,11,12 

This semester-long elective course offers students an introduction to the world of the performing arts.  Theatre Arts is a basic course which 
highlights all components of the concept “From Page to Stage.”  This workshop-style course is activity based, allowing students to 
experience all aspects of the production process from acting techniques to technical theatre.  Students will engage in units of study that 
support the entire production process in school and community theater.  Every student must contribute – either in front of the curtain or 
behind-the-scenes - in one of the school productions during the semester in which the student is enrolled in the course. 
 

141 JOURNALISM I (full year) 
             Prerequisites:   Recommendation by current English teacher and completion of current English class with an 80% or better.  

              Credit:  1  Grade:  9,10,11,12     NCAA accepted 

This course is designed to provide an in-depth study of various facets of journalism. The student develops an understanding of different 
communications careers, becomes familiar with the operations of the mass media, learns to comprehend graphic design, develops a basic 
newswriting style, and explores legal and ethical principles of journalism.  The student will be expected to write extensively and to publish in 
the school media.  A strong background in grammar and mechanics is essential.  Keeping a news journal is required. 
 

142 JOURNALISM II  

 Prerequisites: Completion of Journalism I with an 80% or better average. 

              Credit:  1   Grade:  10, 11, 12  

This course is advanced work for students who have completed the first course in journalism and who wish to be on The Broadcaster Online 
staff.  Students in this class will deepen their journalistic writing skills by learning to write for the web as staff members of The Broadcaster 
Online website.  In addition to growing their writing skills, Journalism II students will learn the basics of web design, photojournalism, and 
managing the digital workflow of articles. 
 

143 JOURNALISM III  

 Prerequisites:  Recommendation of The Broadcaster advisor and completion of Journalism II with an 80% or better average. 

                    Credit:  1      Grade:  11, 12  

This course is advanced work for those students who have been selected for the leadership staff of The Broadcaster, both online and for the 
print magazine.  These students are responsible for completion of all writing, editing, production, advertising, and bookkeeping aspects 
involved in publishing The Broadcaster both online and in print. Students explore the legal and ethical issues that apply to journalism.   
 

144 JOURNALISM IV 

144BLD JOURNALISM IV      (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Journalism 1, 2, 3 with an 80% or better, and teacher recommendation. 

               Credit:  1   Grade:  12  

Journalism 4 is for the advanced journalism student.  We will be working on long-term projects–magazine feature stories and documentaries, 
for example–in a workshop style environment.  Self-starters and driven, deadline conscious reporters wanted!  Students interested in 
pursuing journalism as a career are highly encouraged to sign up for this course.  However, the skills fostered in this course planning and 
organization, data interpretation, interview technique, videography, longform writing–are applicable to many other career paths. 
 

150 HUMANITIES 1:  ANCIENT GREECE THROUGH THE RENAISSANCE  

150BLD HUMANITIES 1:  ANCIENT GREECE THROUGH THE RENAISSANCE (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle 

                                        & Online 3 times/cycle) 

      Credit:  .5      Grade:  11, 12  
   This course may be taken independent of or in conjunction with Humanities 2. 

This elective, semester-long course deals with the study of the ways that human beings express being human:  painting, philosophy, 

sculpture, architecture, music, literature, even athletics, in relation to man and his society.  Historical periods such as the Golden Age of 
Greece, the Roman Empire, The Medieval Man and the Renaissance provide a historical framework and a perspective for evaluating man's 
attitudes, values, and aesthetics through the ages. 
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151 HUMANITIES 2:  THE BAROQUE THROUGH POST-MODERNISM  

151BLD HUMANITIES 2:  THE BAROQUE THROUGH POST-MODERNISM         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle 

                                         & Online 3 times/cycle) 

      Credit:  .5      Grade:  11, 12     
   This course may be taken independent of or in conjunction with Humanities 1. 

This elective, semester-long course deals with the study of the ways that human beings express being human:  painting, philosophy, 
sculpture, architecture, music, literature, even athletics, in relation to man and his society.  Historical periods such as the Baroque, the 
Enlightenment, the early Modern period, the Belle Époque, the Age of Anxiety, the Age of Affluence, and the Contemporary period provide 
a historical framework and a perspective for evaluating man's attitudes, values, and aesthetics through the ages. 

 

KEYSTONE LITERATURE SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION 

             Credit:  .5 

This course will aid in preparing students for the Literature Keystone Exam.  The topics of study will include close reading and analysis of 
both fiction and non-fiction texts.  Students are enrolled in this class based on specific requirements. 
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SCIENCE COURSES 

 
 

 

200 PRE- BIOLOGY 

 Prerequisites: None 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  9      

The Pre-Biology course is designed to develop the knowledge level and higher order thinking skills necessary for an introductory biology 
course.  Topics include the foundational concepts of biochemistry, cell structure and function, heredity, the diversity of life, human body 
systems and the interdependence of living things with each other and with their environment.  This study is accomplished through laboratory 
investigations dealing with scientific problem-solving, scientific inquiry, independent student work, repeated group practice, group projects, 
and the development of student reasoning and understanding of biological terminology.  8th grade science teacher recommendation and/or 
performance on the 8th Grade Science PSSA will dictate placement in this course.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 

 

201 COLLEGE PREPARATORY BIOLOGY 

201BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY BIOLOGY                                 (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: None 

    Credit:  1   Grade:  9    NCAA accepted 

This course provides a general introduction to students in the major areas of biology:  the chemical basis of life, 
basic biological principles, bioenergetics, homeostasis and transport, cell growth and reproduction, genetics, the 

theory of evolution and ecology.  This study is accomplished by student involvement through laboratory investigations dealing with 
scientific problem-solving, scientific inquiry, independent student work, group projects, and the development of student reasoning.  Meets 6 
periods per 6-day cycle. 

 

202 HONORS BIOLOGY  

202BLD HONORS BIOLOGY                                    (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 8th/9th Grade teacher recommendation     

  Credit:  1 Grade:  9    NCAA accepted 

This course provides a rigorous introduction to students in the major areas of biology:  the chemical basis of life, 
basic biological principles, bioenergetics, homeostasis and transport, cell growth and reproduction, genetics, the 
theory of evolution and ecology.  This study is accomplished by student involvement through laboratory 

investigations dealing with scientific problem-solving, scientific inquiry, independent student work, group projects, and the development of 
student reasoning.    Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 

 

203 ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY 

 Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, Physics (may be taken concurrently) 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  11,12 Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

The AP Biology course is designed to develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as analyzing data, applying mathematical 
routines, and connecting concepts in and across domains.  Biological concepts are spread across four big ideas:  1) The process of evolution 
drives the diversity and unity of life.  2) Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to 
maintain dynamic homeostasis.  3) Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life processes.  4) 
Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.  Meets 8 periods per 6-day cycle. 

 

204 KEYSTONE BIOLOGY SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION 

      Credit:  .5  

This course will aid in preparing students for the Biology Keystone Exam.  The topics of study will include the chemical basis of life, basic 

biological principles, bioenergetics, homeostasis and transport, cell growth and reproduction, genetics, the theory of evolution and ecology.  
Students are enrolled in this class based on specific requirements. 
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209 CONCEPTUAL CHEMISTRY 

 Prerequisites: Biology 

       Credit:  1 Grade:  10, 11, 12    

This course emphasizes a descriptive rather than mathematical approach to chemistry.  Topics covered include scientific thought, properties 
of matter, atomic structure, the Periodic Table, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, solution, acids & bases, carbon chemistry, and nuclear 
chemistry.  Connections between concepts learned in class and everyday experiences will be emphasized.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

211 COLLEGE PREPARATORY CHEMISTRY  
 Prerequisites: Biology  

   Concurrent CP Geometry OR Biology teacher recommendation          

      Credit:  1 Grade:  10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This is a comprehensive course that covers the traditional topics of a first-year chemistry course:  measuring & calculating, atomic structure 
and the Periodic Table, chemical bonding, nomenclature and formula writing, chemical equations and reactions, kinetic molecular theory, 
solutions, nuclear chemistry and laboratory studies.  Emphasis will be placed on the relationship between physical or chemical properties and 
molecular structure.  Meets 7 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

212 HONORS CHEMISTRY  
 Prerequisites: Biology  

            90% in Algebra II/Trig OR Biology teacher recommendation and Concurrent enrollment in Algebra II/Trig. 
  

      Credit:  1 Grade:  10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course exposes students to most of the topics covered on the SATII Chemistry exam:  measuring & calculating, atomic structure and the 
Periodic Table, chemical bonding, nomenclature and formula writing, chemical equations and reactions, kinetic molecular theory, solutions, 
nuclear chemistry, reaction energy & kinetics, equilibrium, oxidation-reduction reactions, organic chemistry and laboratory studies.  Students 
who enroll in this rigorously-paced course are expected to have strong quantitative and analytical skills, and the initiative required to 
complete out-of-class assignments on a regular basis.  Meets 7 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

215 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY 

 Prerequisites: Hon Chemistry, AP Calculus AB or BC (may be taken concurrently) or approval from AP Chemistry Teacher  

       Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12 Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

The Advanced Placement course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during the first year of college 
and includes an extensive laboratory program.  Topics include the structure of matter, states of matter, chemical reactions, chemical 
equilibria, chemical kinetics, and thermodynamics, and electrochemistry.  The course follows the guide for A.P. Chemistry developed by the 
College Entrance Examination Board. Summer assignments are required.  Meets 8 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

220 COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  

220BLD COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE       (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Conceptual Chemistry I or Chemistry 

      Credit:  1 Grade: 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course will investigate interactions that are occurring in the natural world.  The general topics covered include natural resources, 
ecosystems, pollution, energy and biodiversity with a particular focus on sustainability.  The course will demonstrate the interdependence of 
the sciences in dealing with these topics as well as increase student awareness of environmental issues.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

241 HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY  

 Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry (may be taken concurrently) 

      Credit:  1 Grade: 10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course will investigate the structure and functioning of the human body and body systems.  Topics covered will include the anatomical 
terminology, cells, tissues and the integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic/immune, respiratory, 
digestive, urinary and reproductive systems.  Students will engage in many topics and competencies related to the structure and function of 

the human body through group work, class discussions, case studies and laboratory investigations.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 
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222 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  

 Prerequisites: Chemistry and recommendation of current science teacher 

      Credit:  1 Grade: 11, 12 Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

The Advanced Placement Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester introductory college course in 
environmental science.  It is an interdisciplinary course that will apply students' prior knowledge to investigate the interrelationships of the 
natural world.  The course will follow the outline developed by the College Examination Board.  Topics covered include:  ecosystems, 
biogeochemical cycles, population dynamics, environmental toxicology, energy, air pollution, water pollution, biodiversity, soils, and solid 
and hazardous materials.  Meets 8 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

229 CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS  

 Prerequisites: Conceptual Chemistry I or Chemistry        

      Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12    

This course emphasizes a descriptive rather than mathematical approach to physics.  Connections between concepts learned in class and 
everyday experiences will be emphasized.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

230 COLLEGE PREPARATORY PHYSICS 

 Prerequisites: Completed Algebra II or Concurrent Enrollment in Algebra II/Trig. 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course presents both the conceptual and mathematical nature of physics and includes a study of mechanics, heat, waves, sound, optics, 
electricity, and magnetism.  Students taking this course will be expected to use algebra on a regular basis.  Meets 7 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

231 HONORS PHYSICS  

 Prerequisites: Chemistry 

   80% in Pre-Calculus or Chemistry teacher recommendation and concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course presents both the conceptual and mathematical nature of physics and includes a study of mechanics, heat, waves, sound, optics, 
electricity, and magnetism.  Students taking this course are expected to have strong math skills, as a major emphasis will be placed on data 
analysis and integrated problem solving.  Meets 7 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

233 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS 

 Prerequisites: Honors Physics, A.P. Calculus AB or BC (may be taken concurrently) 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  12 Weight:  .05  NCAA accepted 

This second-year, calculus-based physics course is designed to prepare students to take both the A.P. Physics Mechanics and the A.P. 
Physics Electricity and Magnetism Exams.  Topics include translational and rotational motion, forces, energy, momentum, gravitation, 
oscillations, electric fields and potential, electric circuits, magnetism, and electromagnetism.  The course follows the guide for A.P. Physics 
developed by the College Entrance Examination Board.  Meets 8 periods per 6-day cycle. 
 

 

240BLD BIOTECHNOLOGY                       (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 

      Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This course will blend discussion of concepts with extensive laboratory experience.  Students will be introduced to modern molecular 
biology techniques, including basic recombinant DNA techniques, polymerase chain reaction, and DNA sequence analysis.  Microbiology, 
fermentation, as well as the practical and ethical application of biotechnology in our society will be highlighted.  Science education and 
technology education will fuse around the backdrop of six major themes:  agriculture, bio materials, genetic engineering, medical 
technology, regulations and safety, and resource recovery.  Meets 6 periods per 6-day cycle. 
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MATHEMATICS COURSES 
 
In order to graduate, students are required to complete 3 courses from the following options. These courses are available to all students in the 
high school upon fulfillment of the following criteria: (a) completion of prerequisites and (b) recommendation of current math teacher. 
 

300 PREALGEBRA  

 Prerequisites: None      

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9,10  

This course is a study of the topics that will lead to success in Algebra. Topics include fluency with rational numbers and their financial 
applications, order of operations, polynomials, patterns, linear equations, and basic probability.  Students who have already completed 
Algebra I or a two-year algebra sequence are not eligible for this course. This course is taken concurrently with Prealgebra Enrichment. 

 

301 ALGEBRA I 

  Credit:  1    Grade:  9,10,11     
           NCAA accepted 

This course is a study of patterns, variables and numeracy. Topics include slope and rate of change, linear 
equations, graphing on the Cartesian plane, systems of equations, absolute value, inequalities, quadratic 

equations, probability and statistics. The Algebra I Keystone Exam, a graduation requirement, is a major 
component of this course. This course is taken concurrently with Algebra I Enrichment with exceptions based on established criteria. 

 

313  GEOMETRY  

 Prerequisites: Algebra I or its equivalent       

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9,10,11,12   

Topics such as graphing, ratios, geometric properties, right triangle trigonometry, similarity, congruence, volume, area, circles, and polygons 
will be discussed. 

 

306 COLLEGE PREPARATORY GEOMETRY 

 Prerequisites: Algebra I or its equivalent 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9,10  NCAA accepted 

This course is a study of algebra, graphing, ratios, geometric properties, problem solving, spatial visualization, conjecture and explanation 
(proof). Topics such as right triangle trigonometry, similarity, circles, polygons and geometric probability will be discussed in connection 
with the larger ideas in the course.   

 

309 ALGEBRA II 

 Prerequisites:  Geometry or CP Geometry 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  10,11,12 NCAA accepted 

This course will follow the Algebra I and Geometry programs. The course is a study of exponents, radicals, polynomials, rational 
expressions, simultaneous equations, and quadratic functions. Treatment of problems is done through practical applications as well as 
theoretical explorations. 

 

310 ALGEBRA II WITH TRIGONOMETRY  

 Prerequisites: 85% in CP Geometry   

      Credit:  1  Grade:  9,10,11,12 NCAA accepted 

This course includes such Algebra topics as linear and quadratic equations, functions, polynomials, rational expressions, radicals, exponents, 
conic sections, and irrational numbers; and the foundations of trigonometry. Students taking this course are expected to have strong math 
skills. 
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311 TRIGONOMETRY, PROBABILITY, AND EXPONENTIAL FUNCTIONS 

 Prerequisites: Algebra II, Geometry  

      Credit:  1  Grade:  10,11,12 NCAA accepted 

This course focuses on the study of right triangles. Topics include solving right triangles, solving oblique triangles, proving trigonometric 
identities, solving trigonometric equations, and graphing trigonometric functions. Units on exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences, 
series, probability, and descriptive statistics are also part of the program. 

 

312 PRECALCULUS  

 Prerequisites: 85% in Algebra II with Trigonometry 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  10,11,12 NCAA accepted 

This is a rigorous course leading to Advanced Placement Mathematics. The topics include polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic 
functions, series and sequences, parametric and polar equations, trigonometry, and limits. A graphing calculator is required for the course. 
Currently the TI-84 plus is the best choice.  Students taking this course are expected to have strong math skills. 

 

316 STATISTICS 

 Prerequisites: Algebra II, Geometry 

      Credit:  1  Grade:  12  NCAA accepted 

This course offers the student an introduction into the field of statistics with active learning. The course contains activities that guide the 
student to discover statistical concepts, explore statistical principals, and apply statistical techniques. The major topics covered include 
exploring data distributions and relationships, randomness, and inferential statistics. A graphing calculator is required for the course. 
Currently the TI-84 plus is the best choice. 

 

317 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS 

 Prerequisites: 90% in Precalculus 

      Credit:  1             Grade:  11, 12           Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

AP Statistics introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. The topics 
presented are the same ones that a student would encounter in a first semester college level program in probability and statistics. Students 
will be exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns in advance, and statistical inference. 
The use of technology will be an integral part of the program. Completion of this course will allow students to take the AP Statistics exam.  
A graphing calculator is required for the course.  Currently the TI-84 plus is the best choice. 

 

320 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MATHEMATICS CALCULUS AB 

 Prerequisites: 85% in Precalculus 

      Credit:  1          Grade:  11, 12           Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

This is a college level study of the fundamentals of Calculus. The topics include functions, graphs, limits, derivatives, and integrals. 
Applications of these topics are also explored. Completion of this course will prepare a student for the Calculus AB Exam. A graphing 
calculator is required for the course. Currently the TI-84 plus or TI-89 graphing calculator is the best choice. 

 

321 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MATHEMATICS CALCULUS BC 

 Prerequisites: 95% in Precalculus 

      Credit:  1          Grade:  11, 12            Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

Completion of this course will allow a student to take the more advanced Calculus BC Exam. A passing grade in the BC Exam may qualify a 
student for more college credit than in the AB Exam. The BC course includes the same topics as the AB and the additional topics of polar 
coordinates, improper integrals, sequences and series. A graphing calculator is required for the course.  Currently the TI-84 plus or TI-89 

graphing calculator is the best choice. 
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322 ADVANCED CALCULUS  

 Prerequisites: AP Calculus 

      Credit:  1        Grade:  12           Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

This course is a continuation of the study of Calculus from the AP Calculus program. Topics explored in the program include the calculus of 
parametric equations, series, three-dimensional analysis of vectors, and the calculus of vector-valued functions and multivariable functions. 
A graphing calculator is required for the course. Currently the TI-84 plus or TI-89 graphing calculator is the best choice. 

 

ELECTIVE MATHEMATICS COURSES 
 
While the following courses count towards overall graduation requirements, they do not count towards the 3 mathematics credits required for 
graduation. 

 

323BLD AN INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING USING VISUAL BASIC (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3  

           times/cycle & Online 3 times/cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II or concurrently taking Algebra II with Trigonometry 

      Credit:  1 (elective)  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12   

This is an introductory course in computer programming. Using the platform Visual Basic in a Windows environment, the course emphasizes 
the development of problem-solving skills through the use of computer programming. The course explores the design of Windows-based 
software programs in the areas of education, business, mathematics, and computer graphics. As part of this course, the students will design 
and write their own programming projects. This course is a prerequisite for AP Computer Science. 

 

326 ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE  

 Prerequisites: Visual Basic and teacher recommendation 

     Credit: 1          Grade: 10, 11, 12            Weight:  .05  NCAA accepted  

This course builds upon the foundations of structured programming developed in An Introduction to Computer Programming Using Visual 
Basic. The students will learn object-oriented programming using the programming language Java. The course is highly symbolic and 
requires strong problem-solving skills. Completion of this course will prepare the students for the AP Computer Science A exam. Students 
taking this course should have access to a computer outside of regular class time on which they can write, compile, and run Java programs. 
This course is a prerequisite for Advance Computer Science. 

 

325 ADVANCED COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 Prerequisites: AP Computer Science and teacher recommendation    

   Credit: 1          Grade: 11, 12            Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted  

This course builds upon the concepts from Advanced Placement Computer Science. The major topics of this course include programming in 
an object-oriented paradigm, implementing and using well-known abstract data types, and developing, selecting, and analyzing algorithms. 
Other advanced topics will be studied as time permits.  Java is the primary programming language used in this course. Students taking this 
course should have access to a computer outside of regular class time on which they can write, compile, and run Java programs. 

 

330 PREALGEBRA ENRICHMENT 

 Prerequisites: Must meet program criteria 

      Credit:  .5 (elective)  Grade:  9, 10   

The course will aid in preparing students for the Algebra I Keystone Exam. The topics of study will include operations with rational 
numbers, linear equations and inequalities and algebraic expressions. Students are enrolled in this course concurrent with Prealgebra. 
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331 ALGEBRA I ENRICHMENT 

 Prerequisites: Must meet program criteria 

      Credit:  .5 (elective)  Grade:  9, 10, 11   

The course will aid in preparing students for the Algebra I Keystone Exam. The topics of study will include linear functions, data analysis, 
and applications of algebra. Students are enrolled in this course concurrent with Algebra 1. 
  

332 KEYSTONE ALGEBRA SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION 

 Prerequisites: Must meet program criteria 

      Credit:  .25 (elective)  Grade:  9, 10, 11   

The course will aid in preparing students for the Algebra I Keystone Exam. The topics of study will include operations with rational 
numbers, linear equations and inequalities, and algebraic expressions, linear functions, data analysis, and the application of algebra. Students 
who have taken Algebra 1, but have not scored proficient on the Algebra 1 Keystone are enrolled in this course. This course is taken 
concurrently with the student’s current math course. 

  

335 PRE-ALGEBRA MATH SKILLS ENRICHMENT 

 Prerequisites:   Assigned to course based on evaluation of relevant data and concurrent enrollment with Pre-Algebra course 

                                 Credit:  .5  Grade:  As needed 

This course provides intensive study relating to operations with rational numbers and mastery of these concepts.  It is also designed to aid in 
preparing students for the Algebra 1 Keystone Exam.  Students are enrolled in the course concurrent with Prealgebra. 

 
 
 
 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES 
 
401 FRENCH PROFICIENCY I 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of English—grades 7, 8 

      Credit:  1  Grade 9, 10, 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This is the introductory world language course.  The skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing begin to be developed.  
Students learn to communicate minimally with isolated words and phrases in context.  They compare and contrast world culture to their own. 

 

402 FRENCH PROFICIENCY II 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in French I 

      Credit:  1  Grade 9, 10, 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

Students continue to build upon the skills acquired in French I.  Functional communication such as expressing likes and dislikes, describing 
self and others, expressing basic courtesies, and asking for and giving directions are among the topics studied.  The cultures of various 
francophone nations are explored and compared to that of the United States. 

 

 

403 FRENCH PROFICIENCY III 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in French II 

      Credit:  1  Grade 9, 10, 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

In this course students continue to improve the four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.  Grammatical 

concepts are stressed for accuracy in communicative exchanges in the world language.  Students learn to understand main ideas from simple 
reading passages.  They compare and contrast world culture to their own. 
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404 FRENCH PROFICIENCY IV 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in French III 

      Credit:  1  Grade 10, 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This course stresses increased accuracy in creating language orally and in writing.  Students are expected to read consistently with increased 
understanding.  Students build a wide vocabulary and circumlocution is emphasized.  The class includes advanced grammatical concepts as 
well as a review for mastery of earlier grammar. 

 

405 FRENCH PROFICIENCY V 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in French IV 

      Credit:  1  Grade 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This course, generally conducted in French emphasizes building vocabulary through oral and written communication.  Students are expected 
to take notes in some detail in the world language.  The class covers a wide variety of topics concerning France and Francophone regions of 
the world. 

 

406 ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH 

 Prerequisites: 80% or better in French V 

      Credit:  1        Grade 12           Weight:  .05  NCAA accepted  

This course follows the Educational Testing guidelines for Advanced Placement French.  Proficiency in the spoken and written language is 
stressed.  Emphasis is placed on the understanding of main ideas of connected discourse.  Students read a wide variety of prose and poetry 
with increasing control of the language.  They study advanced grammatical concepts and use them as they write narrations and cohesive 
summaries. 
 

413 GERMAN PROFICIENCY III 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of English—grades 7, 8 

      Credit:  1 Grade 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

German III continues to improve the four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing. Grammatical concepts are 
stressed for accuracy in communicative exchanges in the target language. Students learn to identify the main ideas when reading a variety of 
print materials. A comparative study of the cultures of the German language and that of the student continues throughout the year. 
 

414 GERMAN PROFICIENCY IV 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in German III 

      Credit:  1             Grade 11, 12     NCAA accepted  

This course stresses increased accuracy in creating oral and written communication.  Students are expected to read with increasing 
comprehension and to take notes in the target language.  Greater emphasis will be placed on understanding the spoken language from a 
variety of sources.  Students are exposed to a more in depth study of the cultures of the German language. 

 
 

431 SPANISH PROFICIENCY I 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of English—grades 7, 8 

       Credit:  1 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

This is the introductory world language course.  The skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing begin to be developed.  
Students learn to communicate minimally with isolated words and phrases in context.  They compare and contrast world culture to their own. 

 

432 SPANISH PROFICIENCY II 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in Spanish I 

       Credit:  1 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

In this course students continue to build vocabulary in order to communicate simple, elementary needs and basic courtesies.  Students learn 
to interpret written language in areas of practical need and to write with limited language experience.  They are exposed to various cultural 
topics. 



36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

433 SPANISH PROFICIENCY III 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in Spanish II 

       Credit:  1 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   NCAA accepted 

Spanish III continues to improve the four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  Grammatical concepts are 
stressed for accuracy in communicative exchanges in the target language.  Students learn to identify the main ideas when reading a variety of 
print materials.  A comparative study of the cultures of the Spanish language and that of the student continues throughout the year. 

 
 

434 SPANISH PROFICIENCY IV 

434BLD SPANISH PROFICIENCY IV                                             (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 

times/cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in Spanish III 

       Credit:  1  Grade 10, 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This course stresses increased accuracy in creating oral and written communication.  Students are expected to read with increasing 
comprehension and to take notes in the target language.  Greater emphasis will be placed on understanding the spoken language from a 
variety of sources.  Students are exposed to a more in depth study of the cultures of the Spanish language. 

 

435 SPANISH PROFICIENCY V 

435BLD SPANISH PROFICIENCY V                                               (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 

times/cycle & Online 3 times/cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 70% or better in Spanish IV 

       Credit:  1  Grade 11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This course provides an opportunity for students to apply the language skills that they have developed.  Hispanic cultures, history, art and 
literature will be discussed in Spanish.  Thematic units integrate cultural information with a review of grammatical concepts. 
 

436 ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH 

 Prerequisites: 80% or better in Spanish V 

       Credit:  1 Grade 12  Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted  

The syllabus for this course is driven by the expectations of the College Entrance Examination Board and the Educational Testing Service.  
The students will abide by a NO ENGLISH rule in the classroom.  All learning activities are designed to improve the skills necessary for the 
AP Spanish Language Examination. 
 

In addition to the classroom-based world language opportunities listed above, Hershey High School also offers a series of online world 
language courses for students to take. The primary goal for these courses is for students to develop their world language skills in the areas of 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  
 

One credit of online world language study does count in the maximum total of 8 credits permitted per school year. Each of the courses listed 
below has a “Part A” and a Part B.” Completing both parts constitutes one year of coursework for one (1.0) credit. You must take and pass 
“Level 1” in order to be eligible for “Level 2.” Students in Grade 9-12 are eligible for all “Level 1” courses. Eligible students in Grades 10-
12 may take “Level 2” courses. 
 

A rubric system will be employed to award seats for online world language study. Not all requests can/will be honored. First priority will be 
given to students who successfully completed an online world language course in the prior school year with a final grade of 70% or above.  
The rubric will be used to fill all remaining seats. In the event that more students qualify in the top category than seats exist, a lottery system 
will be employed to award courses 
 

451 Chinese 1 (Parts A and B) 

452 Chinese 2 (Parts A and B) 

441 Japanese 1 (Parts A and B) 

442 Japanese 2 (Parts A and B) 

461 Latin1 (Parts A and B) 

462 Latin 2 (Parts A and B) 
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491 Arabic1 (Parts A and B) 

492 Arabic 2 (Parts A and B) 

481 Italian1 (Parts A and B) 

482 Italian 2 (Parts A and B) 

471 Russian1 (Parts A and B) 

472 Russian 2 (Parts A and B) 

 

These courses will be offered pending vendor availability. 

 

 

 

INFORMATION PROCESSING & SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
 

501 ACCOUNTING I 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  10,11,12 

This course provides a preparation for the college-bound student who will pursue a business major in addition to the necessary skills for 
entry into a vocational occupation. Basic principles and terms used in recording business transactions are introduced and an overview of the 
complete accounting process. If you enjoy working with numbers and would like to prepare for a career with a good starting salary, 
Accounting I may be the course for you. 

 

502 ACCOUNTING II 

 Prerequisites: Accounting I 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11,12   

This course continues where Accounting I ends. In addition to learning more about the accounting profession, computer technology is 
integrated into the course structure. Accounting software and spreadsheets are used extensively to help analyze and interpret business 
applications. By combining technology with course content, this course will allow students to be more employable upon entering the work 
force and a step ahead of college-bound business majors. 

 

506 ACCOUNTING III/ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

 Prerequisites: Accounting I & II 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  12   

This course explores various aspects of the business world, including advanced accounting techniques and tools, business management, and 
entrepreneurial ideas.  The main function of the class will be to manage the School Store.  The class will be in charge of taking inventory, 
reordering items, handling cash deposits, issuing stock, and managing the financials of the business.  The class will also go into many topics, 
including advanced accounting, budget planning, finance, economics, cost-volume profit analysis, cash flows, marketing, and international 
relations.  
 

509 MONEY MANAGEMENT/CONSUMER TOPICS  

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12   

This course increases the student's understanding of money management concepts for student financial success.  Topics include money 
management budgeting, consumer powers and protections, identity theft, deception and fraud, scams, making smart consumer decisions, 
consumer ethics, examining pay and benefits, understanding your paycheck, understanding credit, handling debt problems, shopping options 

for transportation, housing, renting vs. purchasing and being smart with the use of credit cards.  This could be the most essential course ANY 
student will need to be successful in life. 
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508 SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT (SEMESTER)  

 Prerequisites: None   

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

This course covers a variety of marketing and management concepts utilized in the Sports and Entertainment industry.  Students will 
demonstrate their understanding of these concepts via computer simulations, classroom activities and real-world events.  Students will 
manage a virtual professional football franchise including decision-making requirements for franchise location, ticket prices, advertising, 
promotion, staffing, and other critical business components.  Students will also work collaboratively to market and manage different Hershey 
High School sporting and entertainment events.  If you enjoy being creative, working with others, and having hands on learning 
opportunities, this is the class for you. 
 

521 KEYBOARDING APPLICATIONS (SEMESTER) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Do you spend endless hours typing papers?  Why not take this elective KEYBOARDING APPLICATIONS course and work on 
developing and improving keyboarding skills.  Work will also include basic document production necessary for college or employment.  This 
is a great course for transfer students with little or no keyboarding skills.  This course will also help to enhance a skill that will last a lifetime. 

 

523 TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS (SEMESTER)  

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .25  Grade:  9 (required to pass for graduation)  

The Technology Applications Course provides students instruction in the application of computers, processes and systems used to solve 
problems in further academic study as well as the workplace.  This course combines the knowledge of content, process, and skills to provide 
students with a holistic approach to learning and offers unique opportunities to apply numerous academic concepts through practical, hands-
on applications. 
 

564 COLLEGE BOUND MULTIMEDIA APPLICATIONS (SEMESTER)  

 Prerequisites:  Technology Applications 

       Credit:  .5  Grade: 10, 11, 12 

This course will introduce you to many different applications and programs that will be used at the college level.  This class gives you the 
opportunity to demonstrate your creativity through a variety of activities and projects in each program.  Skills for college level presentations 
and résumé writing will also be covered.  This is the perfect course for anyone who enjoys creative opportunities, working with others, and 
who wants to become more proficient with different technologies. 

 
 

570 DESIGN THINKING FOR INNOVATION 

570BLD DESIGN THINKING FOR INNOVATION                               (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times/cycle) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Want to change the world? This course could be your first step! 
 
The ever-changing world of the 21st century requires people who can develop creative solutions to the world’s evolving problems and 
challenges. This course will give you the  opportunity to explore your passions and interests while learning the principles of design thinking 
to develop a solution to a problem you identify.  
 
This course will be offered in a blended and traditional format. 
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571  DIGITAL PRODUCTION 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

This course will teach you the basics of media, digital video production and editing. You will get hands-on training in camera, sound, 
lighting, graphics, directing, recording, and editing, as well as script writing and on-air performance. Students will script, direct, shoot, and 
edit a number of productions for DTSD, including the daily HNN Student News (morning announcements) broadcast. Through this course, 
you will acquire the skill of learning how to create digital productions to meet a client's needs, as well skills in customer service and project 
management. 
 

811  TECH ED INDEPENDENT/UNITS STUDIES 

Prerequisites: Engineering Design I & II, Manufacturing I & II  
 

             Credit: .5             Grade: 11, 12 
This course is designed for students who have had the pre-requisite courses of:  Engineering Design I & II and Manufacturing Technology I 
& II. The course will allow for students to independently (or in small student group) select, investigate, research, design, manufacture and 
orally present assessed evidence of their chosen technology problem/project. The students will be implementing research, design and 
manufacturing skills, along with implementing state-of-the-art design software, manufacturing tools and equipment required for these 21st 
Century STEM initiatives. Students will also be implementing: Critical Thinking, Creative Thinking and Problem Solving throughout the 

course curriculum. 
 

812 ENGINEERING DESIGN I (INTRODUCTION TO AUTOCAD) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 
 

Utilization and Implementation of CADD (Computer Aided Drawing & Design) throughout the course. Introduction to: Geometric, 
Orthographic, Section View, Perspective, Auxiliary and Assembly drawing techniques and processes, along with Technical sketching and 
Dimensioning. Introduction to UCS & WCS coordinate drawing, along with introduction to 3-D Modeling and Rendering drawing 
techniques.  Introduction to individual and group projects incorporating periodically, the design and assembly of proto-type models to 
coincide with computer generated designs.  Strong emphasis on STEM/STEAM problem solving, critical thinking, analytic thinking and 
creativity throughout the course.  Use of the AutoDesk Cad software programs throughout the course. 
 
 

813 ENGINEERING DESIGN II (LEVEL 1 AUTOCAD) 

 Prerequisites: Completion of Engineering Drawing I 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  10, 11, 12  

Utilization and implementation of CADD (Computer Aided Drawing & Design) throughout the course.  Incorporation of Engineering 
Drawing I techniques and processes into select individual and group research projects.  Advanced exposure to 3-D Modeling, Rendering and 
3-D Visualization through the course.  Design and assembly of advanced proto-type models to coincide with computer generated design 
projects.  Implementation and usage of the Internet for in-depth project research and exploration.  Incorporating the relationship of the course 
with the practices of business and industry through projects, research and periodic enrichment experiences throughout the school year.  
Strong emphasis on STEM/STEAM problem solving, critical thinking, analytic thinking and creativity throughout the course.  Use of the 
AutoDesk Cad software programs throughout the course. 

 
 

814 ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING AND DESIGN 

 Prerequisites: Engineering Drawing II (or by selective arrangement) 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12  

Utilization and implementation of CADD (Computer Aided Drawing & Design) throughout the course.  Course includes the research and 
study of various facets of residential and commercial building structure principles and design.  Layout and design of foundation, floor, wall, 
roof and elevation plans, through the use of 2-D and 3-D modeling, rendering and drawing techniques and processes.  Design and assembly 
of proto-type models to coincide with computer generated house and building plans.  Implementation and usage of the internet for in-depth 

project research and exploration.  Incorporating the relationship of the course with the practices of business and industry through projects, 
research and periodic enrichment experiences throughout the school year.  Strong emphasis on problem solving, critical thinking, analytic 
thinking and creativity throughout the course. 
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817 MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS I 
 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Engineering Technology Systems I or Engineering Drawing I 

                Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 
Students explore the production of a product from concept to market.  A mass production product will be produced.  Instruction and 
experiences include:  manufacturing practices, designing, rapid prototyping, CAD/CAM, material properties and material selection,  
CNC mill and lathe operation, assembly/assembly line and marketing.  Emphasis will be placed on team work and group interaction. 
 

819 MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS II 
 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Manufacturing Technology Systems I 

                Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 
Students explore the production of a product from concept to market.  Several projects will be produced.  Instruction and experiences 
include:  manufacturing practices, designing, rapid prototyping, CAD/CAM, material properties and material selection, CNC mill and lathe 
operation, assembly/assembly line and marketing.  Emphasis will be placed on teamwork and group interaction. 
 

808 ENERGY POWER AND TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY 
 Prerequisites: None  

                Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Energy, Power and Transportation will provide a comprehensive study of the elements and concepts associated with Energy, Power and 
Transportation and their relationships to one another, the environment and their technological processes. The course will include individual 
and group classroom instruction and hands-on activities and projects to enhance the learning of the concepts and provide a strong emphasis 
on 21 century STEM/STEAM Initiative 
 

809 SURVEY OF ENGINEERING 
 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Pre-Calculus, Engineering Drawing 1 OR successful 

completion of Biology, Chemistry, Engineering Drawing 1, and concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus and Physics 

                Credit:  .5  Grade:  11, 12 

Students explore the varied engineering disciplines including Aerospace, Bio- Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Environmental, Mechanical, 
Nuclear, and Computer Engineering/Computer Science.  The course will include individual and group classroom instruction and exposure to 
the practices of real world engineers with an emphasis on project-based learning, and a focus on the STEM / STEAM initiative. 
 

810 COMMUNICATING W/DIGITAL MEDIA (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: None 

                Credit:  .5  Grade:  11, 12 

A survey photography course, which teaches principles of photography and fundamental camera techniques.  Instruction and experiences 
include:  using a 35 mm SLR camera, digital camera, photo editing software, darkroom equipment, mounting and displaying of photos. 
 

830 LIVING IN THE 21ST CENTURY (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9,10 

This course will provide the student with practical skills for everyday living.  Topics covered will include:  personal management, 
communication, resource management, relationships, volunteerism, healthy living, and child care.  This is a perfect course to help 
underclassman adjust to the high school. 

 
 

840    INTRODUCTION TO CULINARY ARTS 

 Prerequisites: None   

                        Credit:  .5                     Grade:  9                                                                                   

This freshman foods course introduces a basic understanding of food preparation skills and safety through use of equipment and recipe 
comprehension.  Students will be prepared for the more rigorous content presented in Culinary Arts I and II providing them with the tools to 

be successful in these courses.  Math and Science principles are emphasized. 
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841 CULINARY ARTS I (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

This basic food course introduces cooking and baking skills through unit concepts.  Units of study include kitchen math, equipment & safety, 
quick breads, cookies, dairy products and manners & table setting.  An understanding of food preparation through recipe comprehension, use 
of equipment, food purchasing principles, nutrition, meal service and American cuisine are emphasized.  Math and science principles are 
emphasized. 

 

842 CULINARY ARTS II (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: 70% average in Culinary Arts I or equivalent 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

This course builds on the foundations of Culinary Arts I.  Students prepare recipes in the areas of both cooking and baking.  Units of study 
include yeast breads, poultry, soup and pies.  Math and science principles are emphasized. 

 

851 LIFE MANAGEMENT SKILLS (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  11, 12 

This course focuses on the practical skills needed for independent living. Some of the topics include: choosing a place to live, 
communication skills, money management, preparing a budget, menu planning, healthy food selections, and seeking employment skills.  
Getting along with others and working as a team member are emphasized throughout the course. 
 

853 HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN (SEMESTER) 
 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9,10,11,12 
This is a course that primarily involves a study of housing and design principles basic to interior design.  Topics will include building, 
buying and renting a home, and the selection and design of house plans.  In addition, students will design interiors and select the furniture 
and materials needed for furnishing the rooms.  Wise consumer choices will be emphasized throughout but artistic skills are not required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 
631 CIVICS 

 Prerequisites: Social Studies grades 7-8 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  9   NCAA accepted 

Students learn how responsible citizens productively engage in political systems. 

 

632 CIVICS (Honors) 

632Bld CIVICS (Honors) I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 80% grade or better in American Cultures I 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  9   NCAA accepted 

Students learn how responsible citizens productively engage in political systems.  This course is designed for the high achieving student.  
Additional writing, reading, and critical thinking will be required of all Honors students. 

 

633 WORLD HISTORY 

633Bld WORLD HISTORY I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Civics 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  10   NCAA accepted 

World religion, culture, and history will be covered from the advent of human civilization to modern times.  
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634 WORLD HISTORY (Honors) 

634Bld WORLD HISTORY (Honors) I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 80% grade or better in Civics 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  10   NCAA accepted 

World religion, culture, and history will be covered from the advent of human civilization to modern times.  Understanding of others and the 
interdependence of societies, as well as additional reading and writing, will be required in this course for high achievers. 

 

635 AMERICAN HISTORY 

635Bld AMERICAN HISTORY I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of World History 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11   NCAA accepted 

This course covers American History from the Industrial Revolution to the present day.   

 

636 AMERICAN HISTORY (Honors) 

636Bld AMERICAN HISTORY (Honors) I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: 80% grade or better in World History or teacher recommendation 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11   NCAA accepted 

This course covers American History from the Industrial Revolution to the present day.  Analytical and social studies skills will be developed 
in this course for students who have exhibited high levels of achievement in the social studies.  Research, writing, reading, and analysis skills 
will also be emphasized in this Honors course. 

 

607 PSYCHOLOGY 

 Prerequisites: 80% grade or better in previous social studies classes       

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11,12  NCAA accepted 

This is an introduction to psychology that deals with the “new” science of understanding man’s behavioral patterns.  Primary scope of the 
course will be developmental psychology, physiological relationships between people and their behavior, personality development, learning, 
and assessment of mental health.  Supplemental reading and additional research is required.  Limited enrollment. 

 

608 MONEY AND POWER 

 Prerequisites: None        

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12  NCAA accepted 

Money and Power shape our world and our lives.  This course will investigate both; the politics of Power, including American government at 
all levels, and the concept of Money, through the study of economics.  Critical thinking is required. 

 

609 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

 Prerequisites: 90%+ in previous social studies class and recommendation of previous year social studies teacher 

   OR 

   85 % or better in Psychology and recommendation of Psychology teacher 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12                 NCAA accepted  

AP Psychology covers everything that Psychology does (Neurology, Learning, Memory, Human Development, Sensation, Perception, 
Mental Illness) but at a deeper level and faster pace. Students taking this course will be expected to do extensive outside reading, which will 

prepare them well for the AP Psychology exam in May.  
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610 ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 

 Prerequisites: See AP policy below 

       Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12 Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

This course is designed around the College Board AP test curriculum guidelines and students may take the Advanced Placement test if they 
so choose.  The course covers all of American history from the pre-colonial period to today.  Higher level thinking and critical analysis will 
be addressed in this college level course.  Substantial additional reading and writing is required. This course can be taken in place of 1th 
grade American History. 

 

611 ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY 

 Prerequisites: See AP policy below 

       Credit:  1 Grade:  11, 12 Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

This course is designed around the College Board AP test curriculum guidelines and students may take the Advanced Placement test if they 
so choose.   The course is an in-depth study of European history, with an emphasis on the Post-Renaissance period.  Higher-level skills will 
be used to analyze selected topics.  Substantial additional reading and writing is required. 
 

612 LAW AND SOCIETY 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12  NCAA accepted 

This course is designed as a basic introduction to law and the legal system.  Concepts include the study of the Bill of Rights, Supreme Court 
cases, the court system, civil and criminal law, bailments, legal issues in connection with contracts and warranties, banking, wills and 
inheritances, and employer-employee relations.  Learning is reinforced by outside activities and guest speakers.  Emphasis is placed on the 
practical aspects of the law and its relationship to society. 

 
 

613 ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

 Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in World History (Honors) or successful completion of World Cultures I (Honors), 90% 
or higher grade average in previous Honors level social studies classes, and recommendation of previous year 
social studies teacher. 

       Credit:  1 Grade:  10, 11, 12    Weight:  .05 NCAA accepted 

This course is an extensive study of ever-changing human inhabitation of the planet, with an emphasis on the organization of spaces and 
societies.  Higher-level skills will be used to analyze selected topics, data, and maps.  Substantial additional reading and writing is required.  
This course emphasizes the College Board AP test curriculum guidelines and students may take the Advanced Placement test if they so 
choose. 

Curriculum Sequences in Social Studies 

Grade 9:    Required:  Civics 

Grade 10:  Required:  World History                         Electives Available:  AP Human Geography 

Grade 11:  Required:  American History                    Electives Available:  Psychology, Money & Power, Law and Society,  
                          AP US History, AP Human Geography, AP Psychology 

Grade 12:  Electives Available:  Psychology, Money & Power, Law and Society, AP US History, AP European History,  
                                                   AP Human Geography, AP Psychology    

AP Social Studies Placement Policy 

AP courses are taught at the freshman college level, requiring advanced writing skills, critical and analytical thinking, and content knowledge 
gained through the successful completion of the required social studies curriculum.  Students who wish to take AP Social Studies courses 
must meet the following requirements: 

 --93% or higher grade average in previous Honors level social studies classes 

 --Demonstrated proficiency in writing and critical/analytical thinking skills 

 --Social Studies teacher recommendation 
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HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, AND HIGHWAY SAFETY COURSES 
 

701 HIGHWAY SAFETY (3 periods/cycle – 1 semester) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .25  Grade:  10 (Required) 

This course is designed to teach students driving theory, techniques, attitudes, defensive driving, distracted driving, vehicle maintenance, 
buying and selling automobiles, auto insurance, and the perils of drinking and driving.  Also included are the procedures for obtaining a 
driver's permit and driver's license. 

 

710 HEALTH I (3 periods/cycle – 1 semester) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .25  Grade:  9 (Required) 

This course is designed to teach students body systems information, decision-making skills, substance abuse refusal skills, interpersonal 
communication skills, violence prevention/conflict management, and human sexuality education.  

 

 

711 HEALTH II (3 periods/cycle – 1 semester) 

 Prerequisites: None   Credit:  .25  Grade:  11 (Required) 

This course is designed to teach students information on Red Cross CPR and wellness topics such as cancer, cardiovascular disease, 
addiction, nutrition, stress and mental disorders. 

 

715   PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 9 (credit: .5) - (3 periods/cycle – all year) (REQUIRED) 

720   PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 10 (credit: .33) - (2 periods/cycle – all year) (REQUIRED) 

722   PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 11/12 (credit: .33) - (2 periods/cycle – all year) (REQUIRED OR OTHER PE ELECTIVE) 

This course is designed to emphasize co-educational sports and activities such as archery, golf, tennis, volleyball, badminton and other 
activities students can participate in throughout their lifetime.  All classes strive to develop overall fitness, coordination, physical skills, 
sportsmanship, and teamwork.  Additionally, the effects of drug and alcohol abuse and decision making skills are examined in all physical 
education courses.  Students must enroll in Physical Education for four years. 

 

725 ALTERNATIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXPERIENCE (APEX) (all year) 

725BLD ALTERNATIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXPERIENCE (APEX) (all year)         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times / 

           cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Successful completion of two years of Physical Education, as an enrolling Junior, or three years as an 
enrolling Senior,  and carrying a full academic schedule or unresolved scheduling conflicts. 

       Credit:  .33    Grade:  11, 12 

This course provides the opportunity for juniors, seniors, and HOLA students to earn their physical education credit outside the school day. 
Students must engage in sports/activities for at least 3 hours every week.  Students will also complete written assignments throughout each 
marking period.  Due to the nature of this course, students are responsible for their assignments and initiating contact with the instructor.  
There will be times throughout the year where face to face meetings with the instructor will occur. 

 

726 FUNDAMENTALS OF SPORTS  

     Prerequisites:  Successful completion of 9th and 10th grade Health/PE requirements and approval from a previous Health/PE 
teacher 

   Credit:  .33    Grade:  11, 12 

This course is for 11th and 12th grade students who are interested in learning about advance physical education topics.  Students completing 

this course will have an excellent background in sports/athletic leadership, fitness program development, sports/athletic management 
recreation activities, and athletic coaching.  This course will benefit students interested in majoring in health/physical education, sports 
management, coaching and athletic administration.  
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731 ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 Prerequisites: Doctor Recommendation 

       Credit:  .33  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

This program is designed for students who are unable to pursue the regular program.  Individual programs are designed for student needs and 
rehabilitation.  Students must be approved by the school nurse and physician for this purpose. 

 

ELECTIVES 

735 STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING (Credit: 1) Grade: 11, 12   

737 STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING (Credit: .5) Grade: 11, 12 
 

Note:  This course is available to 10th grade students if taken in addition to regular physical education.  
 

This course focuses on the body’s muscles and how to properly exercise each muscle in a variety of ways.  Also, this course will educate 
students on each muscle’s insertion and origin.  The ending result of the course will allow each student to display their knowledge by 
constructing a weight lifting and cardiovascular plan for 5 weeks.  Additionally, the effects of drug and alcohol abuse and decision-making 
skills are examined. 

 

736 CARDIO-VASCULAR FITNESS (Credit: 1) Grade: 11, 12 

738 CARDIO-VASCULAR FITNESS (Credit: .5) Grade: 11, 12 
  

 
         Note:  This course is available to 10th grade students if taken in addition to regular physical education. 
 
This course is designed to develop cardio fitness with muscular strength, endurance and flexibility.  Students will utilize the various types of 
equipment in our cardio vascular fitness facility.  Students will explore and develop a personal fitness routine which demonstrates the 
benefits of exercise adherence.  Additionally, the effects of drug and alcohol abuse and decision-making skills are examined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VISUAL ART COURSES 
 

821 ART FOUNDATIONS I  

821BLD ART FOUNDATIONS I         (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: None 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Art Foundations I is a production-based art appreciation class.  Students will review and apply basic art vocabulary, specifically the Elements 
and Principles of Design to original artworks.  Students will gain an overview of various two-dimensional art media and processes.  Art 
criticism will be incorporated as students learn to make connections about art and their world.  Finally, students will work with sketchbooks 
as a practice tool, write about art to formulate ideas and opinions, and participate in different types of class critiques. 

 

822 ART FOUNDATIONS II 

822BLD ART FOUNDATIONS II        (BLENDED, Face-to-Face 3 times/cycle & Online 3 times /cycle) 

 Prerequisites: Art Foundations I 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Art Foundations II is an extension of the Art Foundations I course.  Students will continue to work with new art processes to develop a wider 
range of technical skills through the study and application of the Elements and Principles of Design.  There will be an Islamic Art History 
component to this course as well as coverage of 21st Century Artists.  Students will continue to think critically about art in our world and the 
art they produce.  The use of sketchbooks, writing activities, and critiques will continue. 
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835 THREE DIMENSIONAL STUDIO ART 

 Prerequisites: Art Foundations 1 and Art Foundations 2 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  10, 11, 12   

This course is intended for students wishing to develop their three-dimensional skills in a multi-media format.  The first semester will focus 
on basic hand-building techniques in clay.  Methods such as slab construction, coiling, and pinching will be emphasized. Students will be 
expected to participate in all aspects of using clay, including the preparation of clay, clean-up of the studio, and loading/unloading kilns. The 
second semester will focus on three-dimensional elements and principles of design including instruction on how to throw on the pottery 
wheel, how to trim vessels, and students will work with a wide range of common three-dimensional materials like wood, plaster, wire, and 
recyclables.  A brief study in the history of ceramics will be integrated, as well as study in contemporary sculpture. Three-dimensional 
elements and principles of design will be discussed and students will understand the importance of concept, materials and context.   
 
Students are also allowed to take a second level of this course, with instructor approval, where they will start to develop a part the Breadth 
Section of the AP 3D Portfolio.  There will be both guided and independent study involved in this curriculum. 
   

825 INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING  

 Prerequisites: Art Foundations I & II 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

In Introduction to Drawing, students will learn about and apply techniques for creating dynamic shading, perspective, spatial relations, and 
accurate proportions through the study of self-portraits, figures, and one, two, and three-point perspective drawings.  Drawing is an essential 
for all other forms of art therefore emphasis will be placed on drawing from life (observation).  The use of sketchbooks, writing activities, 
and critiques will continue. 

 

824 INTRODUCTION TO PAINTING 

 Prerequisites: Introduction to Drawing 

       Credit:  .5  Grade:  10, 11, 12 

In this course students will work mainly with two types of paint, watercolor and acrylic.  They will learn various techniques for working with 
each type of painting medium.  Students will acquire these skills through the discussion, observation and practice of modern art movements 
and techniques.  Although students’ work will relate to these movements, originality and personal style/voice will be emphasized as students 
continue to make connections between art and their own world.  The use of sketchbooks, writing activities and critiques will continue. 
 

829 APPLIED TWO-DIMENSIONAL PROCESSES   

 Prerequisites: Introduction to Painting 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12 

This course is intended for students wishing to advance their skills in two-dimensional processes beyond the introductory level.  It is more 
challenging than the introductory courses and will expose students to two-dimensional art processes such as batik, photo transferring, hand-
made books and paper, mono printing, and overall mixed media.  Art history from the Mannerist, Baroque and Romantic periods will be 
explored and discussed with a critical perspective.  The use of sketchbooks, writing activities, and critiques will continue.  This course can be 
taken twice. 

 
 

834 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART:  DRAWING 

Prerequisites:   Introduction to Drawing and Introduction to Painting, a portfolio review, permission of art instructor and a 
required summer assignment. Highly recommended:  Two Dimensional Design (junior OR senior year) 

       Credit:  1  Grade: 11, 12  Weight: .05 

AP Studio Art in Drawing, is a rigorous course that requires students to create a portfolio of twenty-four projects by the test date in early 

spring.  The AP Drawing portfolio focuses on mark making and by creating a portfolio and submitting it to the College Board students will 
have the opportunity to earn college credit in a fundamental art course or students can submit scores for potential college scholarship.  
Students will choose an area of focus at the start of the course and develop a body of work that addresses breadth, quality and concentration 
within the portfolio.  Students wishing to join this course must have at least 90% or higher in their current art course, write an application 
essay and will have an artwork review with Ms. Brought. There will also be mandatory summer assignments.  
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827 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART:  2-D 

Prerequisites:   Introduction to Painting, 90% or higher GPA in current art class, application essay, portfolio review, and a 
required mandatory summer assignment. Highly recommended:  Two Dimensional Design (junior OR senior 
year) 

       Credit:  1  Grade:  11, 12  Weight: .05 

AP Studio Art: 2-D is a rigorous course that requires students to create a portfolio of twenty-four projects by the test date in early spring.  By 
creating a portfolio and submitting it to the College Board, students have the opportunity to earn college credit in a fundamental art course 
and/or students can submit their scores for potential college scholarship.  Students will choose an area of focus at the start of the course and 
will develop a body of work that addresses breadth, quality and concentration within the portfolio.  It is recommended that students take 
other advanced art classes such as Two-Dimensional Design and/or Three Dimensional Design before or at the same time as AP, in order to 
enhance their portfolio options.  Students wishing to join this course must have at least 90% or higher in their current art course, write an 
application essay and will have an artwork review with Ms. Brought.  There will also be a mandatory summer assignment and pre-summer 
meeting. 

 

833 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART:  3-D 

Prerequisites:   Three-Dimensional Studio Art, a portfolio review, permission of art instructor and a required summer 
assignment 

       Credit:  1  Grade: 11, 12  Weight: .05 

AP Three-Dimensional Design is a rigorous course that requires students to create a portfolio of sixteen projects by the test date in early 
spring.  By creating a portfolio and submitting it to the College Board students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in a 
fundamental art course and/or students can submit their scores for potential college scholarship.  Students will choose an area of focus at the 
start of the course and develop a body of work that addresses breadth (variety of material, subject matter etc.), quality and concentration 
within the portfolio.  Students wishing to join this course must have at least 90% or higher in their current art course, write an application 
essay and will have an artwork review with Ms. Costello or Ms. Brought. There will also be mandatory summer assignments.  

 

 

 

 

 

TROJAN ACADEMY, ASSISTANTS AND INDEPENDENT STUDY 
860 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM (STUDENT WORLD ACTION CLASS - SWAC) (FULL YEAR) 

 Prerequisites: None 

    Credit:  .25      Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

This is a great opportunity for students to get involved in their school and community while exploring their interests and helping others.  
Students will complete 10-15 hours of volunteer work each marking period. This work must be authorized by the advisor and take place in a 
nonprofit community organization, the school community or other pre-approved settings.  Students will reflect on these experiences and 
complete online assignments through Canvas. Students will also contribute to the class website and meet with the program coordinator each 
marking period. 

 
 

861 CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS 

 Prerequisites: Appointment in September with completion of online application in May, 2017.  Student will be required to 
sign a confidentiality agreement. 

    Credit:  .25      Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

This program is designed to give students who are interested in pursuing a career in education or child care an opportunity to work with the 
teachers and children in our elementary, middle or high school. 

 

*Arrangements need to be made at the beginning of the school year to participate.  When paperwork has been 

completed, the course will be added to your schedule. 

*Morning announcements will be made in May on procedures to follow for the online application. 
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864 OFFICE ASSISTANTS 

 Prerequisites: Appointment with advisor and office staff, complete online application and confidentiality  

   agreement. 

    Credit:  .25      Grade:  10, 11, 12 

The office assistant program is designed to give students who are interested in pursuing a career in business and office occupations an 
opportunity to work with the office staff in either the high school, middle school or elementary office. 

 

*Arrangements need to be made at the beginning of the school year to participate.  When paperwork has been 

completed, the course will be added to your schedule. 

*Morning announcements will be made in May on procedures to follow for the online application. 
 

868 COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING  *(ONLINE) 

 Prerequisites: Completion of S.W.A.C. 860 or Approval from 868 ONLINE Teacher 

    Credit:  1      Grade:  11, 12 

This course is an extension of the volunteer work that students completed through the Student World Action Class (S.W.A.C.).  Students will 

engage in a deeper understanding of how to work with community partners, collaborate with outside organizations and individuals, as well as 
provide benefit to our community.  Service learning will allow students to engage in a focused exploration of how their interests and abilities 
can contribute to the local, state-wide, and national good.  Students will identify a community need and create a plan to address that need.  
Course assignments and projects will be completed online through Canvas. Students will also be expected to meet regularly with the 
coordinator to report on their progress. 
 

To participate in Community Service see Mrs. Clouser.     Classroom or Office Assistant see Mrs. Ritchey. 
 

990 PASSION DRIVEN RESEARCH (ONLINE) (1 CREDIT ) Grade:  9, 10, 11,12                Prerequisites: None 

992 PASSION DRIVEN RESEARCH (ONLINE) (.5 CREDIT ) Grade:  9, 10, 11,12                Prerequisites: None 

What if school meant doing what you love?  Passion Driven Research is an in-depth, inquiry-based course that values the mindset of 
curiosity. The course empowers students with the skills they need to make an impact on their personal lives or their community.  Students 
pursue a passion project based on their own values and interests, and this course provides them with the inspiration, time and structure to 
turn their ideas into reality.  The long-term goal of this course is to provide students with the resources and skills that are necessary in 
today’s digital and information-based society.  Students master these skills by practicing problem solving, critical thinking and creativity in 
locating, collecting, organizing, evaluating, and using information.  The course culminates with a personalized, project-based experience in 
which the student chooses a problem to solve that will impact him or her as an individual or as a global citizen. 


